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Grace and peace to you,  

 “16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it 
is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith,’” (Romans 
1:16-17 ESV). Before the Reformation, Martin Luther 
struggled to be righteous in God’s eyes by doing all the 
right things. Luther was sent to Rome on a “business trip” 
to plead a case for his Augustinian monastery. While 
there, he also spent time trying to visit various spiritual 
sites. He became disillusioned with the way the Roman 
Catholic Church charged money for everything, along with 
corruption among the clergy and leadership. Luther paid a 
fee to climb some steps, on which he was to recite the 
Lord’s Prayer for each step. He was supposed to receive 
grace and other blessings, but all he could recall thinking 
was, “The righteous shall live by faith.” He was so 
troubled by this experience that he had a major 
breakthrough. Rather than us living up to God’s 
righteousness, God gives righteousness to us by grace 
through faith. Luther’s trip to Rome became a catalyst for 
the Reformation. 

I attended my first LCMS National Convention as a 
pastoral delegate from July 28 to August 3. Before going, 
I prayed that my experience would not lead to 
disillusionment like Luther’s trip to Rome. Organizations 
require systems of governance and management that can 
become tedious and fraught with tension. At times, 
debate became heated because the topics were 
emotional and close to the heart. Overall, my experience 
was an overwhelming blessing to my faith and life in our 
church body. I heard a clear Gospel message from many 
speakers and preachers. The worship, prayers, and 
teaching were excellent. The international Lutheran 
churches that were welcomed into fellowship with the 
LCMS each gave testimony to our agreement in doctrine 
and practice. Finally, many of the attendees, both lay and 
pastor, encouraged me with their zeal for faith and life in 
Christ. Perhaps the National Convention is a catalyst for 
me, not like Luther’s experience with Rome, but instead to 
appreciate the blessings we have in the Lutheran Church 
– Missouri Synod.  

In Christ,   

Pr Jim 

Gracia y paz para ti, 

16 A la verdad, no me avergüenzo del evangelio, 
pues es poder de Dios para la salvación de todos 
los que creen: de los judíos primeramente, pero 
también de los gentiles. 17 De hecho, en el evan-
gelio se revela la justicia que proviene de Dios, la 
cual es por fe de principio a fin, tal como está es-
crito: «El justo vivirá por la fe.» (Romanos 1:16-17 
NVI) Antes de la Reforma, Martín Lutero luchó por 
ser justo a los ojos de Dios haciendo todas las co-
sas correctas. Lutero fue enviado a Roma en un 
"viaje de negocios" para defender un caso para su 
monasterio agustino. Mientras estuvo allí, también 
pasó tiempo tratando de visitar varios sitios espiri-
tuales. Se desilusionó con la forma en que la Igle-
sia Católica Romana cobraba dinero por todo, jun-
to con la corrupción entre el clero y el liderazgo. 
Lutero pagó una tarifa para subir algunos escalo-
nes, en los que debía recitar el Padre Nuestro por 
cada paso. Se suponía que debía recibir gracia y 
otras bendiciones, pero todo lo que podía recordar 
haber pensado era: "Los justos vivirán por la fe". 
Estaba tan preocupado por esta experiencia que 
tuvo un gran avance. En lugar de que vivamos de 
acuerdo con la justicia de Dios, Dios nos da justicia 
por gracia a través de la fe. El viaje de Lutero a 
Roma se convirtió en un catalizador para la Refor-
ma. 

Asistí a mi primera Convención Nacional de LCMS 
como delegada pastoral del 28 de julio al 3 de 
agosto. Antes de ir, oré para que mi experiencia no 
condujera a la desilusión como el viaje de Lutero a 
Roma. Las organizaciones requieren sistemas de 
gobierno y gestión que pueden volverse tediosos y 
llenos de tensión. A veces, el debate se acaloraba 
porque los temas eran emocionales y cercanos al 
corazón. En general, mi experiencia fue una bendi-
ción abrumadora para mi fe y mi vida en nuestro 
cuerpo de iglesia. Escuché un claro mensaje evan-
gélico de muchos oradores y predicadores. La 
adoración, las oraciones y la enseñanza fueron 
excelentes. Las iglesias luteranas internacionales 
que fueron bienvenidas en comunión con la LCMS 
dieron testimonio de nuestro acuerdo en la doctri-
na y la práctica. Finalmente, muchos de los asis-
tentes, tanto laicos como pastores, me animaron 
con su celo por la fe y la vida en Cristo. Tal vez la 
Convención Nacional sea un catalizador para mí, 
no como la experiencia de Lutero con Roma, sino 
para apreciar las bendiciones que tenemos en la 
Iglesia Luterana – Sínodo de Missouri.   

En Cristo, 

 
Pr Jim  
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This is an important time for our youth, 

when they are taught more about their 

faith and embracing their life in Jesus.  

We encourage parents and youth to 

decide if your student is ready for 

Confirmation. Young people who are 5th 

grade and older are welcome. A parent / 

student informational meeting will be 

held on Saturday, Sept. 30 from 1:00-

2:30pm in the Community Room.  

If you have questions about whether 

Confirmation is right for you, please 

contact Pastor Jim: pastor@sprengle.com 

or 503-665-8821 
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Deaths / Funerals / Memorials –  

None to report 

 

Marriages –  

Samantha Cassetty / Joel Brannies - December 

wedding planned 

 

Transfers, New Members, etc. –  

Welcomed by new member rite of reception on 

August 20, 2023: 

Nancy Thomas - Adult Confirmation 

Robyn Wymore - Adult Confirmation 

Rick Wymore - Adult Confirmation 

Sharon Stanley - Adult Confirmation 

Bonnie Webber - Reaffirmation of Faith (already a 

member) 

Mark Wheeler - Transfer, Calvary Lutheran 

Church, Portland 

Steven Schaefer - Transfer, Zion Lutheran 

Church, Portland 

Kysa Schaefer - Transfer, Zion Lutheran Church, 

Portland 

Benjamin and Jakob Schaeffer - Transfer, Zion 

Lutheran Church, Portland 

 

Baptisms –  

Multiple baptisms still to be scheduled 

(approximately 6-8). Working with families to 

choose dates in the near future. 

 

Latino Membership –  

Pastor Ruberto – leading every Sunday worship 

at 5:00pm, with communion on 2nd and 4th 

Sundays. 

Pr Ruberto is heading up a translation project to 

print several publications in the Mayan language. 

He is working with several translators and a 

publisher, The Lutheran Heritage Foundation. The 

first project was the booklet called, “Jesus Never 

Fails” by Rev. Robert Rahn (Founder, Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation). 2500 booklets were printed 

in Mayan, and if you want to read the English 

version click on the following link: 

https://media.lhfmissions.org/file/lhf-

missions/pdfs/English-LHF-Jesus-Never-Fails-

booklet-1.pdf. In addition to this booklet, which will 

be handed out here in America, along with any 

mission trips to Mexico or Guatemala, they will be 

working on the original Luther’s Small Catechism 

(30 +/- pages), and later they will begin translation 

of the Bible. So far, we have donors supporting 

this project from different congregations. If you 

would like to help, Ascension can receive 

donations designated for “Mayan Translations”.  

Circuit Visitor Info –  

I attended the LCMS National Convention - July 28 to Au-
gust 3 in Milwaukee, WI as a Pastoral Delegate for Circuit 
6. I presented on the process and important overtures we 
voted on during the Adult Bible Study on August 13. I will 
also give a presentation at the Circuit 6 Meeting on Sep-
tember 12 to other pastors in our area. 

Immanuel, Sandy - I’m still covering one Sunday per 
month, while other pastors / vicar cover the remainder. 
They are exploring other options to seek a pastor with 
Peace, Estacada. 

Christ the Vine, Damascus - Pr Kris Morris is retiring at 
year’s end. I led the discussion at a special Voters Meet-
ing on June 27, helping the congregation understand dif-
ferent options to calling a pastor. I will be attending a Vot-
ers Meeting on August 26 to assist the congregation in 
next steps in calling a pastor after Pr Morris retires.  

River of Life, Troutdale - Met with leaders from River of 
Life regarding the closing process on July 27 at Ascen-
sion. Pr Brandt attended, giving helpful direction about 
closing procedures from his experience closing Faithful 
Savior Lutheran Church. Closing will take place over sev-
eral months. In the meantime, Pr David Keil is covering 
services. 

Immanuel, Hood River - Pastor Tyler Moore accepted the 
call. Installation information is TBD. 

Calvary, Portland - Met with leadership on July 12 to dis-
cuss future plans after Pr Stenzel’s departure. They have 
a small group of leaders who will keep Calvary “open” for 
the time being. The Horeb Oromo Evangelical Church 
purchased the building and are interested in becoming an 
LCMS congregation. The leaders of Calvary plan to at-
tend the English services held each Sunday for the time 
being. 

Peace, Estacada - Pr Stenzel’s vacancy is forcing them 
to find another pastor as well. They are in contact with 
Immanuel, Sandy to see if they can share a pastor in the 
future.  

Redeemer, Gresham - Pr Lange’s new vicar is installed 
(Vicar Kreitler).  

Faith, The Dalles - The new vicar, Jesse Brubaker, was 
installed in August (Pr Lange from Redeemer is his su-
pervisor).   
 

Miscellaneous –  

Property Management 

New phone system installed to save money on phone 
bills, which also gives many new features to our business 
lines. 

Global Security will install new burglar and fire alarm sys-
tems in September. The equipment and monthly fees are 
significantly lower than other companies. 
Individuals tried to steal the red van on July 27, and again 
on August 8. The initial break-in caused significant dam-
age to the steering column and ignition, along with a cou-
ple of outside locks on the doors.  

Continued to page 4 
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Fortunately, a dead battery prevented them from get-
ting away with our vehicle. Repairs are underway, and 
the Council has decided to sell the van to prevent fur-
ther loss. Unfortunately, it didn’t get the amount of use 
we intended when we first purchased it.  

A significant clean up of the yard debris area behind 
the dumpster took place on August 12. Thanks to the 
volunteers who took loads to the dump. Also, a load of 
bark dust was delivered in early August. The Alvarado 
family spread it throughout the property.  
 

Outreach Board 

Consistently setting up booths at various community 
events and handing out Gospel Bracelets, bibles, and 
inviting to learn more about Jesus. Please talk to Cin-
dy Reinert for ways you can join this awesome out-
reach to our community! 
  

Dates to remember: 

2023 

September 4, Monday – Labor Day 

September 26-28, Tue-Thu – Oregon Fall Pastors’ 
Conference Cannon Beach 

October 1, Sunday – LWML Sunday 

October 29, Sunday – Reformation Sunday 
(observed) 

November 5, Sunday – All Saints’ Day (observed) 

(November 5, Sunday - International Day of Prayer for 
the Persecuted Church) 

November 22, Wednesday – Thanksgiving Eve Ser-
vice (7pm) 

November 23, Thursday – Thanksgiving Day  

November 26, Sunday – Last Sunday of the Church 
Year 

December 3, Sunday – First Sunday in Advent 

December 6, 13, 20, Wednesdays – Advent Mid-
week (3:30, 7pm) 

December 24, Sunday – Christmas Eve Morning 
Service (11am only, w/ communion) 

December 24, Sunday – Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service (7pm, no communion) 

December 25, Monday – Christmas Day (10am, no 
communion) 

December 31, Sunday - 8:30 & 11am Services (no 
communion, 5th Sunday) 

December 31, Sunday – New Year’s Eve Service 
(7pm w/ communion) 

2024 

January 1, Monday – New Year’s Day 

January 6, Saturday – Epiphany 

January 15, Monday – MLK Day 

January 22, Sunday – Sanctity of Life Sunday 

February 14, Wednesday – Ash Wednesday (3:30, 
7pm) 

February 19, Monday – President’s Day 

February 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20, Wednesdays – 
Lent Midweek (3:30, 7pm) 

March 24, Sunday – Palm Sunday 

March 28, Thursday – Maundy Thursday (7pm) 

March 29, Friday – Good Friday (7pm) 

March 31, Sunday – Easter Sunday 

May 9, Thursday – Ascension Day (7pm) 

May 12, Sunday – Mother’s Day 

May 19, Sunday – Pentecost Day 

May 26, Sunday – Trinity Sunday 

May 27, Monday – Memorial Day  

Continued from pg. 3 

On June 29, I celebrated 

15 years of ordained 

ministry. The 

encouragement, many 

cards, and gifts were 

wonderful! In addition to all 

that, our planning group 

for Friendship Sunday and 

church luncheon 

emphasized “15 Years”. 

They decorated the Community Room, put together a slideshow of our congregation’s past, and 

invited several people to share some funny stories and many kind words about me. Although I said a 

few words that day, I want to reiterate how much I appreciate the members and friends of Ascension 

who share in the challenges of ministry with me. The Lord has blessed me with a wonderful 

congregation to serve as Shepherd. Thank you all again for the thoughtful words, and the time and 

energy you gave to recognize our journey together under the Lord’s guidance.  

In Christ, Pastor Jim 
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Great food Praise team sings 

Celebrating affirmations of faith and new members Let’s eat 

Enjoying our lunch and fellowship Pastor Jim is thanked for many years service 
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The family of Brayson Pardue, Diana Laxton, The 
Family of Rich Zahursky, The Brown Family, 
Carolyn Barendse, Gina Kreps, Kevin McInaney, 
Randy Bryant’s Brother, Alma Bangs, Judy 
Blubaum, Robert (Virginia Jacobs’ Brother), Cindy 
Linnemann, Brian Laxton, Karla Deal, Mike 
Fogarty, Mike Hatley, Lorraine Haggard, 
Esperanza Gutierrez, Kim Laxton, Antonia 
Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), 
*Barbara Schrader, *Larry Hart. *Home Bound.  

* If you know of anyone who needs prayer and you 
have permission to include them in this publication, 
Please call the church office to let Michele know. 503-
665-8821 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve — Texas 

(grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD 

(nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney);  

Clayton Wright, Air Force – (grandson of Virginia 

Jacobs);  

Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia 

Jacobs); 

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain, or if 
you have a prayer request, please send an email to: 

office@alcportland.org or call: 503-665-8821  

We'll be diving into Paul's letter to the Romans, one of the most influential pieces of Christian 

literature ever written. This letter has been studied by Christians for centuries, and it still has a lot 

to teach us today. Luther once wrote, “This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, 

and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for 

word, by heart, but also that he should occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the 

soul. We can never read it or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more 

precious it becomes and the better it tastes.…”
1
  

Pastor Jim will begin this Bible study on September 17, and we'll be meeting every Sunday at the 

Adult Bible Class from 9:45-10:45am in the Community Room. Please come prepared to discuss 

the readings and to ask any questions you may have. We hope to see you there! 
1 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 1905). Concordia Publishing House. 
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The first contact by the 

European colonial powers 

occurred in 1502 on the 

fourth voyage of 

Christopher Columbus. 

Soon conquistadors from 

Spain were invading in 

order to conquer and 

plunder the Mayans.  

They brought horses and 

iron weapons into the 

battles, which the Mayans 

had never seen before.  

The Spaniards exploited 

the rivalries between 

different Mayan kingdoms 

and pitched one against the other.  

They brought new diseases, like smallpox, measles, and 

influenza. The Mayans had no immunity, and from 50-75% of 

the population succumbed in many places.  

Nonetheless, it took two centuries for the Spanish invaders to fully 

conquer the tenacious Mayan armies. 

The conquistadors were mandated by the Spanish king to convert the 

people to Catholicism. The early conquistadors and colonists 

enslaved the Mayans and forced them to convert. When Catholic 

missionaries arrived, they advocated for the end of slavery and forced 

conversions. The Dominican friar de las Casas wrote: “One could 

make a whole book… out of the atrocities, barbarities, murders, 

clearances, ravages, and other foul injustices perpetrated.” Las 

Casas was instrumental in the introduction of laws in 1542 

established by the Spanish Crown to control the excesses of the 

colonists, which made the missionaries very unpopular. 

By the 18th century, the Mayan civilization had been destroyed. Their 

cities were replaced with new ones constructed in Spanish style. 

Plantations of sugarcane and coffee were established using local 

labor, making profitable exports back to Europe. 

About six million Mayans still populate parts of Central America. 42% of the population in Guatemala 

is of Mayan descent. The largest Mayan concentration is in the Yucatan Peninsula, about 300,000. 

There are about a half million Mayans living now in the United States.  

We here in Gresham have been blessed to have Mayan immigrants among us and in our 

congregations. From their Catholic backgrounds, they like Lutheran formal worship and our LCMS 

male clergy. They are conservative in their morals and have strong family values. They highly 

appreciate our emphasis on teaching the Bible and doctrine. Most of our Confirmation students now 

are from these families, and we now have an LCMS-certified Mayan pastor serving with us, Rev. 

Ruberto Ek Yah. We can anticipate that they are the future of our congregation. 
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God’s blessings and congratulations to 

all who are celebrating special days in 

September.  

Did we miss your special date? Please let 

the office know so we can get our records 

corrected for next year! 

Larry and Janice Hart Sept. 3, 1961 

Wayne and Debbie Noonan Sept. 7, 1979 

Joe and Rosemary Knox Sept. 23, 1989 

Tom and Barbara Patch Sept. 25, 1971 

Tyler and Keilah Woods Sept. 26, 2015 

Scott Fabbri Sept. 1 

Senai Lavadores Sept. 4 

Dustin Schaffer Sept. 9 

Kaye Beaulieu Sept. 10 

Bill Guthrie Sept. 11 

Peggy Hall Sept. 11 

Kysa Schaefer Sept. 11 

Jonathan Mundo Sept. 12 

Rob Haase Sept. 14 

Karen Zahursky Sept. 14 

Josie Latter Sept. 16 

Whitney Latter Sept. 16 

Emily Whitney Sept. 16 

Stan Chapulis Sept. 18 

Paul Walter Sept. 18 

Val Schiely Sept. 19 

Heather Gulde Sept. 21 

Norma Dillon Sept. 22 

Olive Sylvia Sept. 24 

Arielle Reinert Sept. 25 

Lukas Arronson Sept. 28 

Carol Reiniger Sept. 29 

Bonnie Webber Sept. 30 

Karen Arronson Sept. 1 

Taylor Osgood Sept. 3 

Barbara Greco Sept. 9 

Jim Eckart Sept. 10 

Jonathan Mundo Sept. 14 

Carlyn Staudt Sept. 19 

Avi Ritchie  Sept. 20 

Rob Haase Sept. 21 

Grace Fogarty Sept. 25 

Val Schiely Sept. 25 

Norma Dillon Sept. 26 

Kysa Schaefer Sept. 27 



Page 9  

We are having so much fun at 
Sunday School. Take a look at the 
upcoming lessons for this month!  

September 3 - LESSON 10: The 
Sermon on the Mount is the topic 
for this week’s lesson, “Mountain 
Message.” Jesus reminds His 
listeners not to worry about things 
they cannot control. The birds of 
the air and the flowers of the field 
serve as examples of God’s 
continuing care for His creation. 
Likewise, we have no need for 
worry or anxiousness, because 
God provides and cares for us.  

September 10 - LESSON 11: “A 
Weather Wonder” is the theme for 
this week’s lesson. With the 
simple command, “Peace! Be 
still!” (Mark 4:39), Jesus proclaims 
His power over a storm strong 
enough to shake even 
experienced fishermen. With the 

disciples, we must ask, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” (v. 41). How can your 
family respond to this question?  

September 17 - LESSON 12: In our Christian education time this week, we study “A Life Restored.” Jairus, a 
synagogue ruler, comes to Jesus, begging Him to heal his critically ill daughter. Along the way, servants come 
with news of his daughter’s death. Taking along Peter, James, and John, Jesus ignores the mourners, takes the 
young girl by the hand, and tells her, “Arise.” And rise she does, demonstrating Jesus’ power over death itself.  

September 24 - LESSON 13: “The Fish-and-Bread Sign” is the topic for the lesson this week. A crowd of at 
least five thousand men, plus women and children, gather to hear Jesus preach. When challenged to find a way 
to feed the hungry crowd, the disciples question how this is possible. Using just five barley loaves and two fish, 
Jesus feeds them all, with abundant leftovers. Discuss, “How does God provide food for His people today?” 

Thank you for sharing your children with us! It is an honor to teach them about Jesus and the love He has for 
them. Please look at the calendar and make sure you fit Sunday School into your child’s week! God bless you! 



Christianity 101 
A Study in God’s Word 
Join us in the Community Room 

Wednesday, Sept. 20 to Nov. 8 

8 Sessions from 6:00-7:00pm 
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LWML Sunday is being celebrated here at Ascension on 
October 1! We will have the opportunity to learn more 
about God’s LWML ministry around the world through 
mite offerings, service, and prayer. We also hope you will 
participate in our annual fundraiser between church 
services*.  

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient 
doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this 
King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, 
mighty in battle! Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them 
up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! (Psalm 24:7–10) 

*If anyone can donate small craft items and/or baked goods to our fundraiser held between church services on October 1, 
Make sure they are packaged, clearly priced and labeled “LWML”. Perishable items may be dropped off in the Community 
Room prior to Sunday morning Worship or on Saturday, September 30, between the hours of 1:00 and 2:30pm. We will be 
setting up our display in the Narthex during that time. We do appreciate all who help to support our mission and 
missionaries!!! 

mailto:office@alcportland.org
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7:00pm-Friday, Jan. 12  through 12:00pm– Sunday, Jan. 14 
The weekend will be held at an Oceanfront Beach House in Seaside, OR. 
Meals and lodging are included.  

Cost: $99 — Space is limited (Registration and more information will Be available soon) 

Women of the congregation (and friends) are invited to join together for a weekend to learn about 
walking alongside one another in times of difficulty. Becky Oswald will lead sessions focusing on “The 11 
Tenets of Companioning”, as coined by Dr. Alan Wolfelt, along with Biblical components of each tenet. 
Get ready for a weekend of learning, growing closer in Christian love for one another, and participating 
in an incredible time of worship led by Kerry Bauer! Becky and Kerry are members at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, Aloha, OR. 

For more information email Jan Oswald :  janoswald@hotmail.com    
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