July-August 2022

Gracia y paz para ti,
“5 Los que viven conforme a la naturaleza
pecaminosa fijan la mente en los deseos de tal
naturaleza; en cambio, los que viven conforme al
Espíritu fijan la mente en los deseos del Espíritu. 6
La mentalidad pecaminosa es muerte, mientras que
la mentalidad que proviene del Espíritu es vida y
paz,” (Romanos 8:5-6).

Grace and peace to you,
“5 For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace,” (Romans
8:5-6 ESV).
It is fascinating to watch the world change, along with
the beliefs of people. Biblical literacy, or knowing the
basics of Scripture, is lower each passing year. Research indicates, “According to the 2014 ‘The State of
the Bible’ report by Barna Group and American Bible
Society, a majority of U.S. adults (81 percent) said
they consider themselves highly, moderately or somewhat knowledgeable about the Bible. Yet less than half
(43 percent) were able to name the first five books of
the Bible.”1 The inevitable result of knowing less and
less of the Word of Truth is a growing number of Christians who live according to the flesh and the world’s
standards. Regarding the 5th Commandment (You
shall not murder) alone, vastly differing opinions exist.
The Word is not an opinion, and God tells us that innocent life is to be preserved. The flesh trusts in the
flesh, and the flesh is mortal. In other words, we often
place our trust in death instead of trusting God through
His Spirit.
Can trusting in death be a solution? No. The story of
God is all about victory over death and the grave along
with generational life. Jesus healed many who were
weak and dying, and never once did He claim that
someone is better off dead. The Good News claims
that God overcame death, and we can too by grace
through faith. As we live according to the flesh, we naturally take our eyes off Jesus and trusting in Him. The
offers of death to solve our problems are many: euthanasia, suicide, assisted suicide, abortion, and murder.
The offer of life is found only one place, in God and His
mysterious and wonderful plan of salvation. Trust in
God alone, for in Him is forgiveness, life, and salvation!

Blessings,
Pastor Jim

Es fascinante ver el mundo cambiar, junto con las
creencias de las personas. La alfabetización bíblica,
o conocer los conceptos básicos de las Escrituras,
es menor cada año que pasa. La investigación
indica: "De acuerdo con el informe 'El estado de la
Biblia' de 2014 de Barna Group y la Sociedad
Bíblica Americana, la mayoría de los adultos
estadounidenses (81 por ciento) dijeron que se
consideran altamente, moderadamente o algo
conocedores de la Biblia. Sin embargo, menos de la
mitad (43 por ciento) fueron capaces de nombrar los
primeros cinco libros de la Biblia.1 El resultado
inevitable de conocer cada vez menos de la Palabra
de Verdad es un número creciente de cristianos que
viven de acuerdo con la carne y las normas del
mundo. Con respecto al 5º Mandamiento (No
matarás) solo, existen opiniones muy diferentes. La
Palabra no es una opinión, y Dios nos dice que la
vida inocente debe ser preservada. La carne confía
en la carne, y la carne es mortal. En otras palabras,
a menudo ponemos nuestra confianza en la muerte
en lugar de confiar en Dios a través de Su Espíritu.
¿Confiar en la muerte puede ser una solución? No.
La historia de Dios tiene que ver con la victoria
sobre la muerte y la tumba junto con la vida
generacional. Jesús sanó a muchos que estaban
débiles y moribundos, y ni una sola vez afirmó que
alguien está mejor muerto. Las Buenas Nuevas
afirman que Dios venció a la muerte, y nosotros
también podemos por gracia a través de la fe. A
medida que vivimos de acuerdo con la carne,
naturalmente quitamos nuestros ojos de Jesús y
confiamos en Él. Las ofertas de muerte para
resolver nuestros problemas son muchas:
eutanasia, suicidio, suicidio asistido, aborto y
asesinato. La oferta de vida se encuentra en un solo
lugar, en Dios y en su misterioso y maravilloso plan
de salvación. ¡Confía solo en Dios, porque en Él
está el perdón, la vida y la salvación!
Bendiciones,
Pr Jim
1

christianpost.com/news/biblical-illiteracy-in-us-at-crisis-pointsays-bible-expert.html
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The Acts of Ascension
A monthly publication of
1440 SE 182nd Avenue
Portland OR 97233-5009
Church Office: 503-665-8821
Childcare Center: 503-667-6750

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday, 9:00am – 3:00pm

Web site:
www.alcportland.org

CareConnect Caregiver Support Group is
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each
month from 11:00am to 12:00pm in the
Community Room. Enter through the
Community Room south parking lot outside
corner door.
If you are a caregiver (frontline) for anyone
with memory problems, you will benefit from
the resources and support at CareConnect.

CareConnect Schedule
through December 2022
Wednesday, July 6 and 20
Wednesday, August 3 and 17
Wednesday, September 7 and 21
Wednesday, October 5 and 19
Wednesday, November 2 and 16
Wednesday December 1 and 15

Our Mission Statement:
Go and Share Jesus Christ

Our Vision Statement:
Take part…

Emails:
Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor
pastor@alcportland.org
Brad Hall, Coordinator of Worship and Music
worship@alcportland.org

Ruberto Ek Yah, Rev.
pastorekyah@alcportland.org

FOR: Marta Luna, deaconess and
longtime servant of Lutheran Latino
Ministries (20 years)

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator
office@alcportland.org

WHAT: A sending service and going
away party.

Bonnie Webber, Treasurer
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer
treasurer@alcportland.org

WHO: The service will be in Spanish
only, but all are welcome to attend

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary
council@alcportland.org
Laura Potter, Property Management
property@alcportland.org

WHY: To thank Marta for her service.
WHERE: Trinity Lutheran, Portland
WHEN: Sunday, July 17 starting at
1pm.
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Deaths / Funerals / Memorials –
None to report
Marriages –
Greg Zahm and Ashley Clark – engaged to be
married August 20, 2022
Transfers, New Members, etc. –
C-101 - for new members and anyone seeking
a refresher— Wednesdays, 6-7pm, June 1
to July 20, 2022.
Planning new member welcome service in August or September, 2022
Baptisms –
None to report
CareConnect –
CareConnect on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at
11am-12pm.
If you know anyone who would benefit
from a support group for frontline caregivers of those with dementia, please
refer them to Pastor Jim for more info.
Latino Membership –
Pastor Ruberto – began once per month
communion service at Ascension on
June 12 at 2pm – continuing on the
second Sundays of the month.
Marta Luna, deaconess and longtime servant of Lutheran Latino Ministries (20
years) will be moving to North Carolina
to be with family. A sending service
and going away party will be held at
Trinity Lutheran, Portland on Sunday,
July 17 starting at 1pm. The service will
be in Spanish only, but all are welcome
to attend and thank Marta for her service.
Hana Laughton is continuing her deaconess studies, while focusing on the
youth attending Noche Familiar.
Confirmation –
Those who confirmed their Baptism on
June 5: Andrew Interian, Angel Mukul,
Ethan Fogarty, Helena Johnson, Justin
Gamboa, Luke Teyema, and Nuriel Ku
Cejin

Circuit Visitor Info –
Northwest District Convention June 9-11, 2022
Pres. Linnemann was elected as District
President for 3 additional years
I was elected for Circuit Visitor for 20222025
Also to attend LCMS National
Convention in July, 2023
Randy Bryant attended as Lay Delegate
for Northwest District Convention
NOW Leadership Initiative – intentional effort to
raise up leaders in the Church
Immanuel, Sandy – Pr Mews returned the call,
they will continue the search
River of Life – Pr Metzler ended his vacancy
there on June 5. Pastor Bill Shimkus is the
vacancy pastor until further notice.
Faith, The Dalles – Pr Patterson accepted a call
to Cary, IL. His last Sunday was May 29.
Vacancy pastor is yet to be determined.
Miscellaneous –
Ascension Early Childcare Education
Center (AECEC)
I reported to the Council on June 14 that
there are no willing and able parties to open
the pre-school for the 2022-2023 school
year.
Candidate Andy Berg
Andy was called as Associate Pastor at Our
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Avon, Indiana
(a suburb of Indianapolis). Candidate Berg’s
ordination and installation will be at Our
Shepherd on Sunday July 10, and he asked
me to preach for the service
Soccer Clinic / Servant Event
Several helpers gathered on June 18 and 25
to make and distribute gift bags this year. We
handed out 30-40 bags with a soccer ball,
shin guards, water bottle, Bible study,
Ascension flyer and Gospel bracelet.
We also collected items for Snow Cap,
Sunshine Division Toy and Joy, and New
Avenues for Youth through our Thrivent
Action Team card.
Thanks to all who support, volunteer, and
pray for this yearly event!
Dates and Times to Remember –
Friendship Sunday and Church Potluck, one
service at 10:30am, potluck 12:00pm, Sunday,
August 28, 2022
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Gina Kreps and Family, Emily, a friend of the Webber
Family, Sherry Porath, Members and friends with
Covid, the family of Shorty Bauch, Alondra (a friend of
Gina Kreps), Rich Zahursky, MaryLou May, Mike
Hatley, Lorraine Haggard, Andrew May, Larry Hart,
Esperanza Gutierrez, Kim Laxton, Judy Blubaum,
Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza Gutierrez), Ava
Wentela (Sue Wentela’s granddaughter), Carol
Santorufo (sister of Sue Wentela), Mike Fogarty, The
people of Ukraine, *Barbara Schrader, *Dale Porath,
*Mary Niska, *Virginia Hunt. *Home Bound.
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Little Rock,
Arkansas (sister-in-law of Wanda Cassetty);

* If you know of anyone who needs prayer and you have
permission to include them in this publication, Please call the

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia
Italy (godson of Carrie Graham);
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve —
Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve —
Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD
(nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney);
Clayton Wright, Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan
(grandson of Virginia Jacobs);
Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia
Jacobs);

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of
Karen Arronson).

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain, or if
you have a prayer request, please send an email to:
office@alcportland.org or call: 503-665-8821
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Luis Yarel Lavadores

7/2

Rosalba Lavadores

8/8

Kaydence Altizer

7/1

Ayde Alvarado

7/27

Fredia Moore

7/2

Dave Oswald

8/8

Don Brown

7/1

Jennifer Alvarado

7/27

Joshua Mundo

7/4

Suzy Lambert

8/12

Michele Sprengle

7/1

Victor Alvarado

7/27

Fabian Avendano

7/6

Cindy Reinert

8/13

John Knoke

7/3

Keilynne Woods

7/27

Merci McInaney

7/7

Elaine Miller

8/14

Millie Edwards

7/4

Keilah Woods

7/28

Bob Rekdahl

7/8

Seydi Moreno

8/14

Zachary Laxton

7/4

Trever Fogarty

8/1

Travis Osgood

7/10

Randy Bryant

8/16

Teresa Osgood

7/6

Travis Osgood

8/1

Danny Graham

7/14

Barbara Greco

8/18

Roberta Ritchie

7/6

Barbara Schrader

8/5

Greg Zahm

7/16

Ellen Rawls

8/18

Debbie Rekdahl

7/8

Doug Whittier

8/7

Andrew May

7/17

Rev. Dan Parshall

8/19

Jan Oswald

7/10

Carolyn Barendse

8/8

Natalie Wentela

7/20

Jessica Brown

8/20

Sue Wentela

7/11

Mary Niska

8/13

Haylee Harris

7/12

Danny Graham

8/14

Carolyn Barendse

7/23

Matthias McInaney

8/21

Dave Oswald

7/15

Marty Blankenburg

8/16

Lorraine Haggard

7/25

John Haase

8/22

Katie Nelson

7/17

Jessica Brown

8/17

Judy Blubaum

7/26

Taylor Osgood

8/22

Ginny Whitney

7/17

Barbara Lewis

8/17

Barbara Schrader

7/26

Grace Fogarty

8/24

Dakota Saunders

7/17

Rev. Dan Parshall

8/17

Josue Aguilar

7/30

Andrew Freeman

8/25

Gabrielle Webber

7/25

KaiLeah Woods

8/20

Erika Teyema

7/30

Bob Ritchie

8/25

Teresa Osgood

8/2

Lance Deal

8/26

Lindsay Vineyard

8/2

Randy Schroeder

8/27

Will Teyema

8/2

Carlyn Staudt

8/27

Jim Eckart

8/5

Sandy Longstreth

8/28

Trever Fogarty

8/6

Scott Oswald

8/28

Barbara Lewis

8/7

Brooklyn Spencer

8/28

Lesly Aguilar

8/8

Linda Byers

8/29

Don Brown

8/8

Jerry and Alma Bangs

7/4

Don and Norma Dillon

8/2

Rich and Hillary Sylvia

7/6

Tim and Karla Deal

8/4
8/6

Rev. Jim and Michele Sprengle

7/10

Bill and Sylvia Guthrie

Mike and Linda Fogarty

7/12

Rev. Herb and Carol Hoefer

8/13

Don and Clydette Hilliard

7/31

Don and Jessica Brown

8/20

Tim and Katie Nelson

8/25

Eric and Celia Kreps

8/1

God’s blessings and congratulations to all who are celebrating special days in July and August.
Did we miss your special date?
Please let the office know so we can get our records corrected for next year!
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry Newsletter Article – July-August 2022
Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony involved in receiving the offerings during the Divine Service? After
all the offerings have been collected, they are brought forward and given to the pastor or one of his assistants.
The pastor then turns toward the altar, and as he slightly bows his head, the collection plates with the
offerings in them are raised slightly to the Lord and then placed either on the altar or a table for the offerings.
Why do we do have this ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what ceremony does; it teaches,
as the Augsburg Confession tells us, what we need to know about Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3).
Originally, this ceremony included more than simply bringing forward what was collected in the offering plates.
The elements for the Holy Communion—the bread and the wine—were brought forward along with the
offering plates. As the offering plates and the elements were lifted toward the Lord, and placed upon the altar,
the elements would be put in the center and the altar, now made a table, would be set for the Lord’s Supper.

These gifts brought to the altar came from the sweat of the people’s brow. It is the bread and wine, the fruits
of the peoples’ labor in this fallen world. After six days of labor and toil, the people would bring a generous
proportion for the Lord’s work. It was set upon the altar and offered to the Lord for Him to take up and press
into His service for His gracious work in and among them.
For what they offered to the Lord from the sweat of their brow, the bread of anxious toil, came back to them as
the bread of life, the bread come down from heaven that whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup would
receive life through the forgiveness of their sins.
This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old Testament:
You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord
your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear
the Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe,
when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God
chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand
and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire—
oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before
the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household.
What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He provides bread from the sweat of our brows, and He
receives this from us in the first fruits offerings we give to Him in thanksgiving and praise. He receives and
turns it into spiritual bread, heavenly bread, the bread of eternal life and gives it back to us so that we might
have joy. So, the next time you are in the Divine Service, watch this ceremony in wonder, that the Lord gives
back to us, what we have given to Him so that we may rejoice in the salvation He has won upon the cross and
gives to us in His supper.

August 28 at 10:30am All church worship with potluch lunch to
follow. The church will provide fried chicken and drinks and
dinnerware for all and the congregation is invited to supply their
favorite sides and desserts! Invite your friends and family and plan to
join us for Worship, Fellowship, Food, and Fun at Ascension’s annual
gathering for 1 service!
HOSPITALITY NEEDS HELPERS ON THE DAY OF THE
PICNIC
FOOD NEEDS: (This is a general guide)
Last names beginning with A through Q— please bring a side dish
(ideas: salad, baked beans, veggies, fruit, chips, etc.)
Last names beginning with R through Z — please bring a dessert
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