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The Acts of Ascension

Through
My
i Window

By: Pastor
Jim Sprengle

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ!

“I Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of
the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in
the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the
LORD, and on His law he meditates day and night. *
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields
its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all
that he does, he prospers,” (Psalm 1:1-3 ESV).

As Wyatt (studying for seminary) was going through
some old books in the spare office, he came across a
book that contained a certificate that belonged to my
wife Michele. It was a certificate from high school
stating she lettered in gymnastics. She donated the
book to the youth and family ministry but didn’t realize
a relic from the past was tucked inside. | read an
article about the many objects found inside used
books for resale. Some of the items include forty
$1000 bills, a Mickey Mantle rookie baseball card, a
marriage certificate from 1879, a diamond ring, social
security cards, a World War Il U.S. ration book (with
stamps remaining), a pair of scissors, and a driver's
license to name a few. Adam Tobin, owner of
Unnameable Books in Brooklyn, New York, has
created a display inside his bookstore dedicated to
objects discovered in books. The most valuable item
discovered by Adam is a letter written by CS Lewis,
author of the Narnia series. Tobin said, “It's a motley
assortment. We've been doing it for about two years
since opening the store. The display quickly took over
the back wall and now it’s spreading to other places,
and there’s a backlog of stuff that we haven’t put up
yet.”! With all the treasures and mystery objects that
have been found in these books, nothing compares to
what can be discovered in God's Word. Within the
Bible a person can find forgiveness, hope, purpose for
living, peace, heaven, and eternal riches.

As | commend the Word of God to you for reading and
devotion, | am 100 percent convinced that it will do
what God intends in your life. More than that, in time,
God’s Word will become a priceless treasure to you
that far outweighs anything in this transient world. In a
world that considers prosperity to include wealth,
fame, and power, there is no better way to

“prosper” (Psalm 1:3) than growing in God’s Word.
Take the opportunity to meditate on the Scriptures, and
you will discover the greatest treasure of all — God’s
love for you.

Blessings,

s

Pr Jim

" Source: Abebooks.com, “Things Found in Books”

iGracia y paz a ustedes, de Dios nuestro Padre y del
Sefor Jesucristo!

“! Dichoso el hombre que no sigue el consejo de los
malvados, ni se detiene en la senda de los pecadores
ni cultiva la amistad de los blasfemos, 2 sino que en la
ley del SENOR se deleita, y dia y noche medita en ella.
% Es como el arbol plantado a la orilla de un rio que,
cuando llega su tiempo, da fruto y sus hojas jamas se
marchitan. jTodo cuanto hace prospera!” (Salmos 1:1-
3 NVI).

Mientras Wyatt (que esta estudiando para el seminario)
revisaba algunos libros antiguos en la oficina de
repuesto, encontrd un libro que contenia un certificado
que pertenecia a mi esposa Michele. Era un certificado
de la escuela secundaria que indicaba que ella habia
obtenido una letra en gimnasia. Ella habia donado el
libro al ministerio juvenil y familiar, pero no se dio
cuenta de que un recuerdo del pasado estaba
guardado dentro.

Lei un articulo acerca de los muchos objetos
encontrados dentro de libros usados para la reventa.
Algunos de los articulos incluyen cuarenta billetes de
$1000, una tarjeta de béisbol de novato de Mickey
Mantle, un certificado de matrimonio de 1879, un anillo
de diamantes, tarjetas de seguro social, un cuaderno
de racionamiento de los Estados Unidos de la
Segunda Guerra Mundial (con sellos aun incluidos), un
par de tijeras y una licencia de conducir, por nombrar
algunos. Adam Tobin, duefio de Unnameable Books en
Brooklyn, Nueva York, ha creado una exhibicion dentro
de su libreria dedicada a objetos descubiertos en
libros. El objeto mas valioso descubierto por Adam es
una carta escrita por C. S. Lewis, autor de la serie de
Narnia. Tobin dijo: “Es una mezcla variada. Hemos
estado haciendo esto durante aproximadamente dos
afos desde que abrimos la tienda. La exhibicion
rapidamente ocupd toda la pared trasera y ahora se
esta extendiendo a otros lugares, y hay una
acumulacion de cosas que aun no hemos puesto en
exhibicion.” Con todos los tesoros y objetos
misteriosos que se han encontrado en estos libros,

(Continta en la pagina 4)
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES STILL
AVAILABLE

Maundy Thursday
April 2 at 7:00pm

Good Friday
April 3 at 7:00pm

Easter Sunday
April 5 at 8:30am and 11:00am

THROUGH MY WINDOW

(Viene de la pagina 1)

nada se compara con lo que se puede descubrir en
la Palabra de Dios. Dentro de la Biblia, una persona
puede encontrar perddn, esperanza, propdsito para
vivir, paz, el cielo y riquezas eternas.

Al recomendarte la Palabra de Dios para la lectura y
la devocion, estoy completamente convencido de
que hara lo que Dios quiere en tu vida. Aun mas,
con el tiempo, la Palabra de Dios llegara a ser para
ti un tesoro invaluable que supera con creces
cualquier cosa en este mundo pasajero. En un
mundo que considera la prosperidad como riqueza,
fama y poder, no hay mejor manera de

“prosperar” (Salmo 1:3) que creciendo en la Palabra
de Dios. Aprovecha la oportunidad de meditar en
las Escrituras, y descubriras el mayor tesoro de
todos: el amor de Dios por ti.

Benediciones,

@f}—:

" Source: Abebooks.com, “Things Found in Books”
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PASTOR'S MARCH REPORT

DEATHS / FUNERALS / MEMORIALS -

e Don Tigges, died March 30, 2026, memorial
service 2:00pm Sat., April 11 at Ascension

MARRIAGES -

e Wyatt Brown & Katherine Houk, wedding
planned for May 22, 2026

e Tracy Schaffer & Chad Munday, officiated
wedding on March 8, 2026

e Barbara Wheeler & Nate Williams, wedding date
TBA

BAPTISMS —

e Jae Evans, baptized on Sunday, March 22 at
11:00am service

Transfers, New Members, etc. —

e C-101 (new member class) has 8 participants
currently enrolled

LATINO MEMBERSHIP —

e New members attending, and the reader sign in
front of the church is leading to visitors coming to
the service on occasion

e Rev. Francisco has decided not to pursue the
LCMS colloquy process at this time. He plans to
continue seeking opportunities to begin a church
plant within the Anglican Church

CIRCUIT VISITOR INFO —

e Immanuel, Hood River — Pr Tyler Moore
accepted a call to Kelowna, British Columbia,
departing after Easter.

0 Pastor Luke Shirley from Faith, The Dalles,
will fill in as vacancy pastor while Immanuel
calls a new pastor

e Immanuel, Sandy — Brad and | are still covering

1% Sundays each month

0 Dual parish agreement with Peace, Estacada
completed and approved by the District
Office. They have called a seminarian, and
they are awaiting call day on Wednesday,
April 29, at 7 pm (EST), as graduating
pastoral ministry students will learn where
they have been called to serve as pastors

e Peace, Estacada
0 See Immanuel, Sandy update

e Holy Cross, Portland — Pr Larry Locke is the new
vacancy pastor from January until July, as they
continue with call process
0 Submitted congregational self-study to the

District Office and receiving a list of
candidates to call

e Trinity, Oregon City — Pastors Ted Engelbrecht
and Dave Keil will cover Sundays until May as
the Call Committee reconvenes to seek the next
pastor

0  Call meeting scheduled for April 12 to call
a new pastor

MISCELLANEOUS -

e Wyatt Brown

0 Wyatt continues to take part in services
and leading liturgy

0 He is in the process of taking his pre-
qualifying exams for the seminary, which
can be demanding. Please pray for peace
and a clear mind as he completes these
tests

0 Anticipates moving to St. Louis in June
2026, to begin summer Greek class

e Usher/ Worship Assistant / Elder Meeting
0 We held a training session on March 28
with all ushers in attendance
*+ Meeting included best practices and
role clarification
* Discussed managing communion with
two ushers versus four, passing the
offering plates down rows, and
introduced the new Lead Usher, Rich
Bartell

e Property Management
0 A project to remove playground
equipment, refurbishing the playground
area to accommodate picnic tables, a
permanent outdoor grill, and other
upgrades is underway with help from the
Iron Men group
0 Sound panel installation in the Community
Room is complete
* The panels help absorb the sound
waves that cause trouble hearing
0 Responded to the bid for sound equipment
in the Community Room, setting up an
installation date in May
* The bid includes a receiver, mixer,
sound jack installation, ceiling
speakers, and various equipment to
provide for audio needs

DATES TO REMEMBER:

April 2, Thursday — Maundy Thursday (7pm)

April 3, Friday — Good Friday (7pm)

April 5, Sunday — Easter Sunday (8:30 & 11:00am
with Easter breakfast 9:45-10:45am)

May 10, Sunday — Mother’s Day

May 14, Thursday — Ascension Day (7pm)

May 24, Sunday — Pentecost Day / Confirmation
Day

May 25, Monday — Memorial Day

May 31, Sunday — Trinity Sunday

June 21, Sunday — Father’s Day

July 4, Saturday — 250th anniversary of the United
States Declaration of Independence
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Baptisms Birthdays
Robin Wymore April  Samantha Brannies Apr. 16  Rose Cassetty Apr.6  Sylvia Guthrie Apr. 17
Elly Brown Apr.1  Wanda Cassetty ~ Apr. 16  Klara Schmidt Apr.8  Teddy Brown Apr. 20
Jim Conway Apr. 1 Merci McInaney Apr. 17 Jeannette Krogh Apr.9 Bea Kirchner Apr. 21
Gina Kreps Apr.1  Arielle Reinert Apr. 19  Victor Alvarado Apr. 11 Katherine Houk April 22
Fileen Hatley Apr.3  Joshua Hazen Apr.21 KarinRichardson  Apr. 11 Robin Wymore Apr. 22
Emanuel Aguilar ~ Apr.5  Nichole Fogarty ~ Apr.21 Keilah Woods Apr. 14 Mike Adams Apr. 23
Josue Aguilar Apr.5  Joshua Hazen Apr.21 Cecelia Zuriega ~ Apr. 14 Judy Davis Apr. 23
Lesly Aguilar Apr.5  Margaret Hubbard ~ Apr.21 Laura Potter Apr16  Larry Hart Apr. 23
Carolyn Gordon Apr.9  Carolyn Shore Apr.21  Dan Anderson Apr. 16 Mark Wheeler Apr. 24
Sylvia Guthrie Apr.9  Katherine Houk  Apr.22 Ty Fogarty Apr. 17
Giselle Lavadores ~ Apr.9  Marcia Bryant Apr. 24
Heidi Lavadores Apr.9  Ruby Sylvia Apr. 25
Laura Potter Apr13  Sasha Harris Apr. 28
Debbie Walter Apr. 14 Nekayla Maier Apr. 28 = -
Barbara Patch Apr.15 Ty Fogarty Apr. 29 Annlversa ries
Cody Brown Apr. 16  Steven Schaefer  Apr29  j5nn and Wendy Hazen Apr. 4, 1981
Rose Cassetty Apr. 16 Allan Krueger Apr.30  Mike and Laura Potter Apr. 5, 1980

God'’s blessings and congratulations to all who
are celebrating special days in April!

Did we miss your special date? Please let the
office know so we can get our records
corrected for next year!

PLEASE REMEMBER
THEM IN PRAYER

Carolyn Shore, Heather Gulde, Debbie Rekdahl,
The family of Jerry Bangs, The family of Mike
Fogarty, Regan, Diane and Ed and Ingrid (friends
and neighbors of Cynthia Jacobsen), Barbara
Lewis, Chenery Whittier's son (Aaryan), Riki
Neagle, Jim Eckart, Gina Kreps, Mae Smith,
*Larry Hart, *Mel and Lorraine Haggard. *Home

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Brett Monson — Navy, San Diego CA (Grandson
of Joann Schulz)

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Navy, Kaneohe Bay HI
(nephew of Merci Mclnaney)

Clayton Wright, Air Force — (grandson of Virginia
Jacobs)

Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia
Jacobs)

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of
Karen Arronson).

Bradley Zeller, Army — Fort Lewis WA (grandson
of the Zeller’s)

Kyle Zeller, Army — Deployed to Poland
(grandson of the Zeller’s)

Bound.

If you know of anyone who needs prayer and you
have permission to include them in this
publication, Please call the church office to let
Michele know. 503-665-8821

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain,
or if you have a prayer request, please send an
email to: office@alcportland.org
or call: 503-665-8821
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MARCH YOUTH and FAMILY NIGHT

So many people joined us in March to fill the Easter eggs for our annual egg hunt in Vance park! It was a blast!
Thank you to all of you who volunteered to help the Outreach Board!

APRIL YOUTH and FAMILY NIGHT

Join us Friday, April 10 at 6:30pm for an evening of who will be joining us again as our square dance
fellowship and dancing as we gather with other LCMS caller. He will guide everyone through the dances and
churches in our area for Square Dancing. We will have  make it easy for all to join in. His energy and

a potluck, so bring your favorite dish to share. instruction made our last event , and we are glad to

This is an event for all ages. Usually our Youth and welcome him back.

Family Nights target those under 29, but this one is This will be a great opportunity to spend time with
open to everyone. Whether you have square danced fellow believers, meet new friends, and enjoy a
before or have never tried it, you are invited to come relaxed evening together. Be sure to mark your
and join in. Those of you who came for our last square  calendar and plan to join us for this special night of
dancing night will remember Mark Wheeler, music, food, and square dancing.

EASTER BREAKFAST
FUNDRALSER

The Human Care Board invites you to join us at
our Annual Easter Breakfast Fundraiser Sunday
April 5 from 9:30 to 10:45am. This special event
will support the Benevolence Fund, which
provides assistance to those in need.

Tickets are on sale at the door! The cost is $5
per adult, $20 for a family of 4 or more, and .
children under 10 eat free. Free will offerings are
also welcome and appreciated.

Your ticket is your entry for the door prize drawing. Remember to bring it with you, if you already
paid!

If you signed up for food items, please make sure to bring it to the kitchen before 9:30am on Easter
morning.

We look forward to celebrating Easter morning with you!
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ASCENSION MEMBERS HELPING
CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY

A group of members of Ascension joined together to bring joy to underprivileged children in our
community. These dedicated people put together 250 Easter Bags, filled with toys, treats and Christian
activity books. The Easter bags have been delivered to Snow Cap and Zarephath’s Pantry to be given
to children served by their programs. Thank you to those who participated in this project.

LENTEN ROUND ROBIN SERMON SERIES A SUCCESS

The Lenten midweek sermon series was centered on four Lenten hymns. LCMS pastors in our circuit
preached in a different congregation each Wednesday. Ascension members were blessed to hear three
guest pastors and our own, Pr. Jim, during the four midweek services. All of them were fantastic and
much appreciated. The highlight was visiting Beautiful Saviour on March 18 to listen to the choir from
Trinity Lutheran High School in Bend. It was a wonderful night of song and we were all blessed by it.
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Spring Clean Up on Saturday, March 21! Lots of work — both
inside and outside — was done by about 15 people. Some, who were unable to make it on Saturday,
participated on their own on different days. Among the chores that were completed was cleaning of the pews
and wood work in the Sanctuary as well as dusting and cobweb removal throughout the sanctuary, narthex and
hallways. Outside, the sidewalk leading to the main entrance was pressure washed, landscaping refreshed and
a dump trailer of yard debris was hauled off to recycling. Bulbs that were planted last fall have popped up and
are blooming. For those of you who missed this fun and excitement, another work party is coming soon!

On March 4, United Fire and Safety was on site to perform our 5-year mandatory inspection of our fire sprinkler
system. They didn’t get very far into their testing when the sewer backed up into the basement. Fortunately, the
technician noticed it right away (it's amazing how fortunate we have a sense of smell) and stopped the testing.
Our contractor, McCord Construction was on scene within 30 minutes to assess the situation. It was determined
that the sewer line was plugged and Drain Pro was called. They worked with their camera, snake, and jetter to
unclog 2 places where debris had built up in our lines. One spot was under the basement and the other place
was under the south parking lot. The clogs were a result of old, narrowing pipes and debris that should not have
been there (diapers, wipes, balloon pieces, etc.).

United Fire was back out on March 18 and were able to complete the mandatory 5-year inspection. Everything
passed muster; however, 4 sprinkler heads were removed and taken for testing. If any of them fail their test, we
will have to replace a majority of the sprinkler heads. The cost for this inspection was $2,557.35. If we need to
replace any sprinkler heads, additional costs will incur.

We have received 14 additional water sensors that will be able to warn us of unwanted water intrusion before it
can become something major. These will be placed in areas that could potentially be prone to a pipe or valve
failing so that we can have as much notice as possible in order to mitigate major damage.

Filters to all six HVAC units were changed.

Sorting and purging are being done in the basement. There is lots of stuff that was accumulated by the daycare
and preschool and much of it is outdated and/or broken. Items are being sorted into keep, sell, give away,
recycle and throw away piles.

We are almost done with the installation of the sound panels in the Community room and they already seem to
be making a difference. Can you hear me now?!?

We are in the process of getting quotes for new flooring in the Narthex, Nursery, two hallways and both
bathrooms in the east hallway. However, before the new flooring is installed, we should paint the walls and
freshen up the wood work while we still have the old flooring down. Stay tuned!!

In His Service,

Laura Potter, Property Management Chair

A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER

We are please to tell you that in March we were able to complete the funding for our Employee
Pension Funds. All employee salaries have been updated and the benefits are intact.

NewsLetter ne Please submit articles
DEA DL hy Wednesday, April 22




THE ACTS OF ASCENSION PAGE 8

p

What does it mean to be chosen, forgiven, and Be strengthened for spiritual struggle: learning
made alive in Christ? How does that identity what it means to stand firm in the armor of
actually shape your daily life... your family, God

your work, your struggles, and your purpose?

Join us for a Bible study through the book of
Ephesians, where the Apostle Paul lays out
one of the clearest and most beautiful pictures
of the Gospel in all of Scripture. e Clear and practical for everyday Christian

In this study, you will: Iife.
e See the fullness of God’s grace: that your Centered in the comfort of the Gospel and what

o ) ; . Christ has done for you.
salvation is entirely God’s work, given to )
you in Christ (Ephesians 1-2) Whether you are new to Bible study or have
studied Scripture for years, this is an opportunity
to be rooted more deeply in Christ and His
promises.

Come and be strengthened in who you are in Him.

Sunday Adult Bible Class, beginning Sunday, April
12 from 9:45-10:45am in the Community Room.

Women's Bible Study

Looking forward to our next
bible study on Tuesday,
April 14 at 2:00pm. The

lesson will be week 6 from

“Bless These Lips”.

This study will be:

e Grounded in Scripture (with passages read
and explained together)

¢ Understand your identity: as one who is
chosen, redeemed, and brought near by
the blood of Christ

e Explore how faith shapes daily life: in
relationships, marriage, parenting, and
vocation (Ephesians 4-6)
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
6:00pm Praise Team 7:00pm gwﬁmw?caa% 7:00pm ﬁo%ﬂﬁmaﬁ 10:30am Easter Egg
7-00pm Choir Hunt at Vance Park
5 Easter Sunday 6 7 8 9 10 1"
8:30am Worship 10:30am C-101 2:30pm  Confirmation 6:00pm Praise Team 6:300m Yol and Faapd
:30pm  Youth and Family
mw%ﬁﬁ mwM”M_mamamﬂ 1:00pm Human Care 6:00pm Elder Meeting 70 ; Square Dancing and Fun!
H P Board Meeting Opm Choir Everyone is invited!
_m 15pm NO Bells
:00pm Spanish Worship :
6:00pm Online Worship Posted 6:00pm %H@a Lt
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30am Worship 10:30am C-101 : 's Bi :
-45am Educalion Hour 2:00pm %&ngw&_m 6:00pm  Praise Team
11:00am Worship w/ Comm. 1:00pm Stewardship Board y 7-00pm  Choir
12:15pm Bell Practice Meeting 230pm  Confirmation .
5:00pm - Spanish Worship 6:00pm Young Adult Bible
6:00pm Online Worship Posted ) _.WE% >~om:w~ the Vine | 6:00pm Counci Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30am  Worship w/Comm. : : : , 6:00pm Praise Team 8:00am Iron Men
9:45am  Education Hour 1 G401 230pm  Gonfemation NEWSLETTER % Devotion
11:00am Worship 6:00pm Young Adult Bible 7:00pm  Choir
12:15pm Bell Practice Study ITEMS DUE
5:00pm Spanish Worship
6:00pm Online Worship Posted
26 27 28 29 30
N,Mmms M“oa:“u ” ke G101 2:30pm  Confrmation 6:00pm Praise Team
‘45am Education Hour ! <
11:00am Worship w/ Comm. 5000 %__.m@@ A e 7:00pm  Choir

12:15pm Bell Practice
5:00pm Spanish Worship
6:00pm Online Worship Posted
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