
 

 

 



 

2  

Thanksgiving Eve 
November 24, 2022 

 
Welcome to all who are attending our service today. We are glad you 
are with us! To all guests and visitors, we especially extend our 
hands of friendship. May God bless the worship time for each one of 
you. Please come again!  

NURSERY AVAILABLE We have an unstaffed nursery for your 
convenience and privacy. The nursery has audio and video so you 
may hear and see the worship service while attending to your child.  

Holy Communion is celebrated at the 8:30 service on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month, and at the 11:00 service on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays.  

 

T PREPARATION T 

 
THEME: “Abounding in Thanksgiving” 

 
AS WE GATHER: Thanksgiving provides us a special time to pause, 
reflect, and give thanks to God for His countless blessings in our 
lives. From our early years, we have likely been told: “Count your 
blessings!” Can you do that today? As you think about the ways the 
Lord has blessed you in both body and soul, can you ever count 
them all? No way! God’s blessings are way too numerous! 
Nevertheless, as we name our blessings and number them, we 
pause at each one to say, “Thank You, Lord!” Even when we go 
through difficult and trying times—and perhaps especially when we 
go through difficult and trying times—it is vitally important for us to 
learn from the Word of God and, echoing what is recorded in its 
sacred pages, respond to the Lord in gratitude and worship. In 
today’s Epistle, we will see how Paul was taught by times of hardship 
how he could be content. Paul’s awareness of God’s ever-faithful 
provision led him to “abound” in thanksgiving! May we do the same 
today, abounding in thanksgiving to the God who “will supply every 
need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19)! 
 
 
PRELUDE  “Thanks Be To Thee” 

G. F. Handel 
Karon Keup, soloist 
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WELCOME 
 
 
HYMN “We Praise You, O God” 

 
We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, creator; 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring, 
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 

We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 

We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You, 
Through trials and tempest our guide You have been. 

When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us, 
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 

 
With voices united our praises we offer 

And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us, 

To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 
 
 
INVOCATION 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 95:1–2; 100:4–5; 

147:1, 7 
 

P Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to 
the rock of our salvation! 

C Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us 
make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 

 

P Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for 
it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

C Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our 
God on the lyre! 

 
 



 

4  

P Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 
Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

C For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, 
and His faithfulness to all generations. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  Psalm 124:8; 130:3–4 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

 

P Since we are gathered to listen to God’s Word and to call 
upon Him in thanksgiving and praise, let us confess before 
Him our sins of thought, word, and deed. Together, as 
brothers and sisters in Christ, we turn to our gracious Lord for 
His pardon and peace, seeking His grace and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.  

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

SALUTATION  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. 
 



 

5  

P Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You 
graciously provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant 
us Your Holy Spirit that we may receive Your goodness, 

C abound in thanksgiving, and share Your blessings all our 
days; 

 

P through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

T THE WORD T 
 
EPISTLE Philippians 4:6–20 (ESV) 

(God supplies our needs, and we abound in thanksgiving.) 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things.9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 10 I 
rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 
opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have 
learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be 
brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me. 14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And 
you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, 
when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in 
giving and receiving, except you only.16 Even in Thessalonica you 
sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, 
but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit.  



 

6  

18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having 
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply 
every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL    Luke 17:11–19 (ESV) 

(One of the healed lepers returns to give thanks to Jesus.) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
11 On the way to Jerusalem He was passing along between Samaria 
and Galilee. 12 And as He entered a village, He was met by ten 
lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, saying, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When He saw them He said to 
them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went 
they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on 
his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 
17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 
nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except 
this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your 
faith has made you well.”  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN  “For The Fruits Of His Creation” 

(tune: Go, My Children) 
 

For the fruits of His creation, Thanks be to God. 
For His gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping,  
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping,  

Thanks be to God. 
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In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done. 

In our worldwide task of caring  
For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, 

 God’s will is done. 
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us,  
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us,  

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SERMON “A FULL PLATE” Philippians 4:6–20 
Pr. Jim Sprengle 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED – First Article & Luther’s Explanation 
 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. 

  
 

P  What does this mean? 

C  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He 
has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my 
members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes 
care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, 
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all 
I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need 
to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and 
protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of 
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 
praise, serve and obey Him.  

This is most certainly true. 
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
(Our offerings are made as an act of worship, given in loving 
response to all that God has graciously given us, both materially and 
spiritually 

“The Eyes Of All Wait Upon Thee” 
(based on Psalm 145:15,16) 

Jean Berger 
Ascension Choir 

 
The eyes of all wait upon Thee; 

And Thou givest them their meat in due season. 
 

Thou openest Thine hand, 
And satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 

 
 

RECEPTION OF SNOWCAP OFFERING 
 

“Give Thanks” 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart,  Give thanks to the Holy One; 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.” 
Let the poor say, “ am rich" 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.” 

Let the poor say, “I am rich” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks. 
 

(repeat from beginning) 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P Let us pray for all those who come before Jesus with songs of 
gratefulness and praise and for all people on earth, that we 
may abound in thanksgiving, this day and always. 
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P For all those who worship You in Spirit and in truth; for all 
members of this congregation and for all the baptized souls 
who belong to the Body of Christ; for our unity in Christ Jesus 
and His Word; for our dedication to His mission to bring the 
Good News to every corner of the world; and for all who 
gather at the Lord’s Table today, that hearts may abound in 
thanksgiving as we receive the foretaste of the heavenly feast 
to come. Hear our prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 
 

P For our families and our friends; for our relatives and our 
neighbors, both those who share our Table today and those 
who are miles away; for our houses and our homes; for our 
spouses and our children; for food and drink; for laughter and 
for tears; and for the memories of past times and the 
expectation of blessings yet to be, that as we gather to 
celebrate this Thanksgiving Day we may lift our praises to our 
gracious Creator and Redeemer. Hear our prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 
 

P For our nation, its leaders, public servants, and those who 
wear its uniform to protect its people; for the land, the 
businesses, and the schools in our community, that they may 
be filled with God’s goodness; and for hearts and minds, 
hands and mouths that are ready to receive their daily bread 
with thanksgiving, that we recognize every good gift comes 
from our Father above. Hear our prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 
 

P For the sick, the suffering, and the dying; for those who are 
hurting in heart, body, mind, and relationship; for those who 
are hungry and tired, weary and alone, that they may know 
the healing presence of Jesus and return to Him, fall at His 
feet, and worship Him; and for those who work to bring 
needed relief and the Lord’s healing touch to all those for 
whom we pray. This evening we pray for…Hear our prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 
 

P With hearts ever grateful and lives ever thankful, we offer 
these prayers before You, O Lord, trusting that You hear, 
answer, and bless us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
CLOSING SCRIPTURE Psalm 67; antiphon: v. 7 

 

P God shall bless us; 

C let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 
 

P May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face 
to shine upon us, 

C that Your way may be known on earth, Your saving power 
among all nations. 

 

P Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise 
You! 

C Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You judge the 
 peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
 

P Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise 
You! 

C The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall 
 bless us. 
 

P God shall bless us; 

C let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 
 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



 

11  

HYMN “Let All Things Now Living” 
(tune: The Ash Grove) 

 
Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 

To God the Creator triumphantly raise, Who fashioned and made us   
Protected and stayed us, Who guideth us on to  
The end of our days. His banners are o’er us,  

His light goes before us, A pillar of fire Shining forth in the night, 
‘Til shadows have vanished And darkness is banished, 

As forward we travel From light to light. 
 

His law He enforces: The stars in their courses,  
The sun in His orbit, obediently shine; 

The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean Proclaim Him divine, 

We too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing, 
With glad adoration A song let us raise, 

‘Til all things now living, Unite in thanksgiving, 
To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise! 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97233 
Church: 503-665-8821  Web Site: www.alcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am to 3pm 

Our Mission Statement:  
~Go and Share Jesus Christ~  

Our Vision Statement:  
“Take part…Join Jesus on His mission”  

The members of Ascension Lutheran Church are committed to being God ‘s 
witnesses in Gresham, and in all of Portland and the Northwest, and to the 
ends of the earth (Acts 1:8): 

With the universal Christian Church, we believe, teach and respond to the 
love of the Triune God— the Father, Creator of all that exists; the Son Jesus 
Christ, Who left His home in Heaven to become flesh and blood, to suffer 
and die for the sins of all peoples of the world, and Who rose from the 
grave, victorious over sin, death and the devil, that we too might live with 
Him in Heaven; and the Holy Spirit, Who creates faith in our hearts in Christ 
Jesus through God ‘s Word and Sacrament. The three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity are one God, co-equal and co-eternal. The core teachings of our faith 
from the Lutheran perspective can be summarized in three short phrases: 
Grace alone, Scripture alone, Faith alone.  
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