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The Acts of;ﬁw\scension

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the

Through Lord Jesus Christ!

My

: “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
Window y g g y

are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God,” (Ephesians 2:19, ESV).

By: Pastor

4 As we approach the holiday season, we often think
Jim Sprengle

about gathering together with family and friends.
Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and even the beginning of a new year are opportunities to reconnect
with people, share traditions, and enjoy time together. However, some people have a different
experience around this time of year. Thanksgiving dinner may have an empty seat at the table because a
loved one has passed away. Others become keenly aware of their loneliness, distance from family, or
relationships that have changed over the years.

One of the wonderful blessings of being part of Christ’s Church is that we belong to something greater
than ourselves. Paul reminds us that through Jesus Christ, we are no longer strangers or outsiders, but
members of God’s household. We belong to Him, and because we belong to Him, we also belong to one
another.

As we look toward the future of Ascension, we have been considering three important themes. First, we
must have Christ at the center in all things. Second, Ascension is a place to belong as we struggle in the
trials and brokenness of the world. Third, we are prepared and sent to be His witnesses, because we
cannot help but to share the Good News, (Acts 4:20). As God’s people, these themes keep us focused,
bring us together, and give us purpose as God’s people. Through His Word and Sacraments, Christ
gathers us together, forgives us, strengthens our faith, and sends us out to share His love with others.

This holiday season, | encourage you to take part in the life of Ascension. Join us for worship, enjoy
opportunities for fellowship, invite someone to come along, or simply reach out to someone who may
feel forgotten. After all, Ascension is not just a place where we gather for worship, but a family of
believers where we belong to Christ and to one another.

Blessings,
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PrJim

iGraciay paz a ustedes, de Dios nuestro Padre y del Sefior Jesucristo!

“Por lo tanto, ustedes ya no son extranjeros ni advenedizos, sino conciudadanos de los santosy
miembros de la familia de Dios,” (Efesios 2:19, RCV).

Al acercarnos a las celebraciones de fin de afio, solemos pensar en reunirnos con familiares y amigos. El
Dia de Accién de Gracias, el Adviento, la Navidad e incluso el comienzo de un nuevo afo son
oportunidades para reencontrarnos con nuestros seres queridos, compartir nuestras tradicionesy



PASTOR’S MESSAGE (Continued from page 1)

disfrutar de tiempo juntos. Sin embargo, para algunas
personas, esta época del afno se vive de una manera
diferente. Durante la cena de Accién de Gracias puede haber
un lugar vacio en la mesa porque un ser querido ha fallecido.
Otros sienten mas profundamente la soledad, la distancia
que los separa de sus familias o los cambios que han ocurrido
en sus relaciones a lo largo de los afios.

Una de las grandes bendiciones de formar parte de la Iglesia
de Cristo es que pertenecemos a algo mucho mas grande que
nosotros mismos. El apéstol Pablo nos recuerda que, por
medio de Jesucristo, ya no somos extranjeros ni
desconocidos, sino miembros de la familia de Dios. Le
pertenecemos a El, y porque le pertenecemos a El, también
estamos unidos unos con otros.

Al pensar en el futuro de Ascension, hemos estado
considerando tres temas importantes. Primero, debemos
tener a Cristo en el centro de todo. Segundo, Ascension es un
lugar donde todos podemos sentirnos parte de una familia,
aun mientras enfrentamos las pruebas, las dificultades y las
consecuencias del pecado en este mundo. Tercero, somos
preparados y enviados para ser Sus testigos, porque no
podemos quedarnos callados sin compartir las Buenas
Nuevas de Jesucristo (Hechos 4:20). Como pueblo de Dios,
estos tres temas nos ayudan a mantener nuestra atencién en
lo que verdaderamente importa, nos unen como
congregacidony nos dan un propdsito comun. Por medio de Su
Palabray los Sacramentos, Cristo nos reline, nos perdona,
fortalece nuestra fe y nos envia a compartir Su amor con los
demas.

Durante esta temporada de celebraciones, los animo a
participar en la vida de nuestra congregacién de Ascension.
Acompanennos en los cultos, aprovechen las oportunidades
para convivir con nuestros hermanos en la fe, inviten a alguien
avenir con ustedes o simplemente acérquense a alguna
persona gque quizas se sienta sola u olvidada. Después de
todo, Ascension no es solamente un lugar donde nos
reunimos para adorar a Dios, sino una familia de creyentes
donde pertenecemos a Cristo y también los unos a los otros.

Bendiciones,

Pes—

PrJim
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DATES AND CELEBRATIONS

Baptisms Birthdays

Sherry Porath  Nov. 1 Dan Anderson Nov. 10 Barbara Cochran Nov. 1 Justin Zuriega Nov. 15
Rick Vanover Nov. 1 Kaye Beaulieu Nov. 11 Senai Lavadores Nov.5 Sean Ritchie Nov. 17
Lukas Arronson Nov. 5 Randy Schroeder Nov. 14 Darlene Knoke  Nov.7 Heather Darnell Nov. 18
Daniel Reinert Nov.8 Wyatt Brown Nov. 25 Josette Kelly Nov. 9 KaiLeah Woods Nov. 20

Lily Hodges Nov. 10 Antonio Brown  Nov. 21

Elliot Noonan Nov. 10 Shari Quinn Nov. 21
Anniversaries Walt Driscoll Nov. 11 Jennifer Alvarado Nov. 22
Ty and Nichole Fogarty Nov. 19, 2011 Rich Bartell Nov. 12 Sasha Harris Nov. 27
Joe and Wanda Cassetty Nov. 24, 1990 Van Sooter Nov. 13 Janna Kelly Nov. 28
David and Jan Oswald Nov. 29, 1975 Mae Smith Nov. 15 Heidi Lavadores Nov. 28

God’s blessings to everyone celebrating a special day!
If we missed your date, please contact the church office at 504-665-8821.

LWML NEWS

LWML = Lutheran Women in Mission

Lutheran . .
O A special thanks to all our members and friends; women, men, youth,
Women
5 in Mission guests, makers and bakers. We had wonderful results from our annual
Oregon District LWML Sunday Fundraiser for Mites and Missions.
Saturday, December 5, 2026 - Christmas Gathering - Join us in Ascension’s Community
Room from10:00am to noon. You may bring a snack or treat to share if you like. We will start with a
devotion and get to know each other a little better. If you would like to join in our gift exchange, please
bring a wrapped gift ($10 or less) or a nearly new “White Elephant” gift. We will sing Christmas songs and
just have fun! Allwomen in the congregation are welcome to attend any of our functions, and you may
bring your daughter, or friends if you like! We want to share ideas on how we can grow our group. Thank
you for your prayers.

Blessings, and thanks, Mae Smith
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT NEWS

All of the new light fixtures have been installed. Some “tweaking” of the automatic system may be
needed.

The ever-changing needs of batteries and light bulbs area being attended to.

United Fire performed our annual inspection on Monday, October 26 at 9:30am. 5 extinguishers were
taken for maintenance, and 2 emergency lights need new batteries which will be replaced when they
return our newly maintained extinguishers.

Effective October 1, 2026, we changed our property and liability insurance coverage from Church Mutual
to United States Liability Insurance Company (Liability & Umbrella) and Mesa Underwriters Specialty
Insurance Company (Property). Due to the $275,000 loss that we experienced in August 2025, it was
more cost effective to split the property and liability insurance coverage. This saved us about $6,000
annually for roughly the same coverage. The only difference is in the deductible. Church Mutual stated
our deductible was $1,000; however, water damage claims were $10,000 (hidden in the fine print). Our
current deductible is $5,000 and covers all perils. This higher deductible also helps save us money by
keeping the premium down. Mesa Underwriting did an inspection of the property on October 26 and no
issues were found.

The old blue Lutheran Worship Hymnals are located under the mailboxes. Please feel free to take one if
you so desire.

We have a lot of old and unwanted electronics all around the building. We are in the process of collecting
it all and trying to dispose of it. There are old computers, monitors, A/V equipment, etc. If you are
interested in any of these items or know of a place we can dispose of them, please let us know.

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who has putin labor, time and funds to help us be good stewards of
what God has given us!!

In His Service,
Laura Potter, Property Management Chair

PRAYERS

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Keith Erdmann, Jaimie Bailey, Heather Gulde, Carolyn Shore, Jim Eckart, Riki Neagle, Gina Kreps, Robin (sister-in-
law of Cynthia Jacobsen), Donald (David Grisham’s brother), Aaryan (Chenery Whittier’s son), *Larry Hart, *Marty
Blankenburg, *Norma Dillon, *Sheri Porath. *Home Bound.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY

Brett Monson — Navy, San Diego CA (Grandson of Joann Schulz)

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Navy, Kaneohe Bay HI (nephew of Merci Mclnaney)
Clayton Wright, Air Force — (grandson of Virginia Jacobs)

Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia Jacobs)

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson).

Bradley Zeller, Army — Fort Lewis WA (grandson of the Zeller’s)

Kyle Zeller, Army - Fort Riley Kansas (grandson of the Zeller’s)
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NOVEMBER PASTOR REPORT

Deaths / Funerals / Memorials —
- Nonetoreport

Marriages —
- BarbaraWheeler & Nate Williams, wedding TBA, 2026 at Ascension

Baptisms -
- Brooks Reinert (Cindy’s grandson), Sunday, November 29
- Jaxon (friend of Kam and Wyatt), TBA

Transfers, New Members, etc. -
- New members:
o CyndiKelly (Janna’s mother) — adult confirmation
o Gracia Ndiwaite (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya, ELCK) transfer
- Visitors:
o Severalfirst-time visitors in the last month, including at the Spanish service

Latino Membership —
- PrRubertoinstalled at Hope Lutheran, Woodburn on October 18
- PrCarlos Velasquez began covering Spanish services on September 27
o Hewasin Oregon awaiting the paperwork for a call to the Texas District of the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod
o The Texas District completed the process sooner than expected, and Pastor Carlos will depart
immediately, and November 1 was his last Sunday
o We are now considering our options with the Spanish services under my supervision and
support
- Spanish service has seven repeat visitors and ten members in attendance (lows with 3-5
attending, highs with 15-17 attending)
- Some new visitors enrolled children in this year’s Confirmation class

Confirmation -
- Currently we now have eight enrolled in 2026-2027 Confirmation
o Christian, Jacob, Adam, Brayson, Edgar, and Mariana (with two possible commitments to be
determined.)
o Classes are held by Zoom on Fridays at 5:30-6:30pm
o Ofthe eight Confirmation students identified, seven are from the Latino ministry and Spanish
services

Circuit Visitor Info -
- Immanuel, Hood River — Pr Luke Shirley from Faith, The Dalles, filling in two Sundays per month,
while Pr Ted Moeller (retired) will cover two Sundays
o Call Committee in the process of interviewing candidates
- Holy Cross, Portland — Pr Larry Locke is continuing the vacancy duties as the congregation seeks
different options for calling a pastor
o They are considering possibilities of a dual parish agreement or working with other
congregations to share pastoral responsibilities
- Trinity, Oregon City — Various pastors rotating to cover services
o Call Committee received a new list of candidates and will begin seeking interviews
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PASTOR’S REPORT (continued from page 5)

Miscellaneous -
- Safety Committee
o Randy Bryantis leading a Safety Committee to review procedures, training, and building
design for Ascension
o We continue to develop the Emergency Quick Reference Guide, which should be available
to postin visible places throughout the church soon
o The committee is also seeking CPR / AED training for Elders, worship assistants, ushers,
and others who want training
- Youth and Family
o Youth and Family Board now has a standing meeting on the first Friday of each month and
will plan youth and family gatherings for the third Fridays of each month at 6:30pm
o Last month we decided to combine our gathering with the Trunk or Treat on Saturday,
October 24. The youth and family event started afterward, and we had 35-40 in attendance!
= We painted pumpkins that were donated, and each young person painted a
pumpkin and left it in different places in the narthex to remind us of their presence
in the larger body of Ascension
o Future planning includes connection around the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, and
how the group might incorporate outreach events in addition to the normal youth and

family nights
Dates to Remember:
2026
e Nov 25 (Wed) — Thanksgiving Eve Service (7pm)
e Nov 26 (Thu) — Thanksgiving Day
e Nov 29 (Sun)— First Sunday in Advent
e Dec2,9, 16 (Wed) — Midweek Services (3:30 & 7pm)
e Dec 24 (Thu) — Christmas Eve (7pm)
e Dec 25 (Fri)— Christmas Day (10am)
e Dec 31 (Thu)— New Year’s Eve (7pm)

e Jan1 (Fri)— New Year’s Day

e Jan 6 (Wed)— Epiphany

e Jan 18 (Mon) — Martin Luther King Jr. Day

e Feb 10 (Wed) — Ash Wednesday (3:30 & 7pm)

e Feb 15 (Mon)— Presidents’ Day

e Feb17,24,Mar3, 10,17 (Wed) — Midweek Services (3:30 & 7pm)

e Mar 14 (Sun) — Daylight Savings Time

e Mar21 (Sun) — Palm Sunday

e Mar 25 (Thu) — Maundy Thursday (7pm)
(

e Mar 26 (Fri) — Good Friday (7pm)

¢ Mar 28 (Sun) — Easter Sunday

e May6 (Thu)— Ascension Day (7pm)

¢ May9 (Sun)— Mother’s Day

¢ May 16 (Sun) — Pentecost Day (Confirmation Day)
¢ May 23 (Sun) — Trinity Sunday

¢ May 31 (Mon)— Memorial Day

e Jun 20 (Sun) — Father’s Day
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CHURCH NEWS
DECK THE HALLS! CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE

We are selling Christmas wreaths again this year! Get yours right away. ltems for sale: 22" round or 23’
cross wreaths for only $35. If you would like to add a decorative bow the cost is $4. Look for an order
form in your box (extra copies are on the table by the Narthex door). Remember friends and relatives
when ordering. Last day to order is Monday, Nov. 9. Payment is needed with your order, cash or checks
are welcome. The delivery will be communicated and will be close to Thanksgiving. Call the office with
any questions, 503-665-8821.

Christmas Greenery Order Form

Name Contact phone
Item Price Ea. Quantity Total Cost
22” Wreath $35
23” Cross $35
22" Wreath with Bow $39
23” Cross With Bow $39
Total Due

Preferred payment method: Check (cash also accepted)
Please make checks payable to Ascension Lutheran Church.

Place this order form (or a handwritten order) and your payment in an envelope marked Greenery
Fund Raiser.

Return to the church office, the mail drop box to the left of the office door, or box 5 no later than
Monday, November 9.

Delivery will be close to Thanksgiving. Details to come.

22" Wreath
with bow

23" Cross
with no bow
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THANKSGIVING EVE FOOD DRIVE AND OFFERING

As we gather in gratitude this season, the Human Care Board invites you
to help fill the shelves at SnowCap, our local food bank. Together, we can
w= 2026 P P &

make a real difference for families in need right here in our community.
i Reusable grocery bags will be available in the Narthex from Sunday,
November 1, through Sunday, November 22. Take one home, fill it up,

and bring it to the Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service on Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 p.m. If you
can’t make it that evening, feel free to drop your donations off at the church anytime before the service.

Please consider donating non-perishable food items such as hearty
soups, chili, canned fruits and vegetables (pop-top cans are especially
helpful), along with paper products, baby essentials, and pet food.

And don’t forget—SnowCap can also use your empty egg cartons and extra paper or plastic grocery bags.
Just place them in the SnowCap bag in the Narthex.

The Church Council has designated this year’s Thanksgiving Eve plate offering
to be shared between the Benevolence Fund and the Outreach Board. Unless [

otherwise specified, monetary gifts given during the Thanksgiving Eve ‘
Worship Service or online will be divided between these two ministries.

The Benevolence Fund, overseen by the Human Care Board, assists with financial needs within our
congregation and among friends of our members. The Outreach Board uses donations to purchase
Bibles, support community events, and share the Gospel in our community.

Let’s come together with thankfulness and generosity to bless our neighbors this Thanksgiving!

CELEBRATING REFORMATION DAY

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses in Wittenberg, Germany, sparking a movement
that would forever change the Church and its understanding of the Gospel. This Reformation Day, we

gathered to give thanks for the truth Luther boldly proclaimed: we are saved by grace alone, through faith
alone, in Christ alone.

The Reformation reminded us that salvation is
not something we can earn through our own
efforts, but God’s free gift through Jesus
Christ. As we gathered around God’s Word,
we were reminded of His enduring promises
of forgiveness and eternal life through Christ.

We give thanks for the faithful proclamation
of God’s Word, the saving grace we have
received through Christ, and the privilege of
sharing this Good News with others. May we
continue to stand firm in God’s promises and
faithfully proclaim the Gospel to the world!
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THANKYOU FROM PASTOR JIM

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone for the cards, gifts, and kind words shared
throughout Pastor Appreciation Month. Your thoughtfulness and encouragement mean more to me than
you know. Each expression of kindness, whether shared after a worship service or received in a card or
note, has been a wonderful source of encouragement.

Thank you also for remembering my birthday. | am truly blessed to serve such a caring and supportive
congregation. Your continued kindness and encouragement are deeply appreciated, and | look forward
to all that God has in store for us as we continue our journey of faith together.

With sincere gratitude, Pastor Jim

TRUNK-OR-TREAT WAS SO MUCH FUN'

Our annual Trunk-or-Treat was a wonderful opportunity to
welcome our neighbors and share a little kindness with our
community! Approximately 400 people joined us for the event,
where eight creatively decorated cars hosted by congregation
members greeted families and handed out candy. We also
shared Gospel bracelets as a simple way to spread the message
of God's love.

It was a blessing to see so many families stop by and spend a
little time with us. Events like this give us an opportunity to be a
welcoming presence in our neighborhood and let others know
that Ascension is here for them.

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone who decorated a vehicle,
handed out candy and Gospel bracelets, or helped make the
event possible. Your time and willingness to serve made this
outreach a success!
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