September 2022

Gracia y paz para ti,
“Por lo tanto, siempre que tengamos la
oportunidad, hagamos bien a todos, y en especial a
los de la familia de la fe,” (Galatias 6:10 NVI).

Grace and peace to you,
“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith,” (Galatians 6:10 ESV).
At the beginning of 2020, Covid mandates curtailed
Ascension’s ministries. We could not carry out the
meetings, face-to-face contact, or even come to
weekly worship. After coming out of these restrictions
the Stewardship Board began meeting to support
members and boards to use their time, talent, and
treasures. In the past few months, the Stewardship
Board, Human Care Board, and Christian Outreach
Board spent time planning for the future.

A principios de 2020, los mandatos de Covid
redujeron los ministerios de Ascensión. No
podíamos llevar a cabo las reuniones, el contacto
cara a cara, o incluso venir a la adoración semanal.
Después de salir de estas restricciones, la Junta de
Mayordomía comenzó a reunirse para apoyar a los
miembros y juntas a usar su tiempo, talento y
tesoros. En los últimos meses, la Junta de
Mayordomía, la Junta de Cuidado Humano y la
Junta de Alcance Cristiano pasaron tiempo
planeando para el futuro.

The Human Care Board works to care for needs in the
community around us. We sponsor a room at My
Father’s House, donate to SnowCap foodbank,
support the Pregnancy Resource Center (now First
Image), and help with Christmas gifts and clothing
during Advent. Sometimes, an area that we overlook is
the needs of our own membership. In response,
Human Care is starting a new ministry called Love in
Action. The goal is to help members and friends of the
congregation with special needs. For example, people
recovering from a surgery need cleaning, meals, rides,
and lawncare. We all have times when we need a little
support, and Love in Action wants to provide that help.
In addition, the Human Care Board is looking for ways
to manage and raise funds for the Benevolence Fund.
This money helps members and friends with shortterm financial struggles and emergencies. If Love in
Action can meet a need for you or someone you know,
send an email to me (Pr Jim) or write their name and
number on a prayer request in our worship services.
We will follow up to give a helping hand if possible,
and in all thing reflect the love of Christ.

La Junta de Cuidado Humano trabaja para atender
las necesidades de la comunidad que nos rodea.
Patrocinamos una habitación en My Father's
House, donamos al banco de alimentos SnowCap,
apoyamos al Centro de Recursos para el
Embarazo (ahora First Image) y ayudamos con
regalos y ropa de Navidad durante el Adviento. A
veces, un área que pasamos por alto son las
necesidades de nuestros propios miembros. En
respuesta, Human Care está comenzando un
nuevo ministerio llamado Amor en Acción. El
objetivo es ayudar a los miembros y amigos de la
congregación con necesidades especiales. Por
ejemplo, las personas que se recuperan de una
cirugía necesitan limpieza, comidas, paseos en
coche, y cuidado del césped. Todos tenemos
momentos en los que necesitamos un poco de
apoyo, y Love in Action quiere proporcionar esa
ayuda. Además, la Junta de Atención Humana está
buscando formas de administrar y recaudar fondos
para el Fondo de Benevolencia. Este dinero ayuda
a los miembros y amigos con dificultades
financieras y emergencias a corto plazo. Si Love in
Action puede satisfacer una necesidad para usted
o alguien que conoce, envíeme un correo
electrónico (Pr Jim) o escriba su nombre y número
en una solicitud de oración en nuestros servicios
de adoración. Haremos un seguimiento para dar
una mano amiga si es posible, y en todo reflejar el
amor de Cristo.

Blessings,

Bendiciones,

Pr Jim

Pr Jim
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CareConnect Caregiver Support Group is on the
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month from
11:00am to 12:00pm in the Community Room.
Enter through the Community Room south
parking lot outside corner door.
If you are a caregiver (frontline) for anyone with
memory problems, you will benefit from the
resources and support at CareConnect.
CareConnect Schedule through Oct. 2022
Wednesday, September 7 and 21
Wednesday, October 5 and 19
Wednesday, November 2 and 16
Wednesday, December 7 and 21

The Human Care Board is becoming active again
now that Covid is mostly behind us. Before you
know it, Thanksgiving will be upon us. As in past
years we will be collecting non-perishable food
items for SnowCap at our annual Thanksgiving Eve
service. With this advance notice, you could pick up
one or two extra items each time you visit the
grocery store. Then by Thanksgiving you’ll have a
full grocery bag to place at the altar. Watch the
newsletters and FYIs for further information.

Take part…

Emails:

(a ministry of the Human Care Board)

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor
pastor@alcportland.org

After several meetings and some new members,
the Human Care Board is excited to announce Love
in Action! If you know anyone who might need assistance with small maintenance issues, yard work,
cleaning, rides, or other help, please write the request on the back of a Prayer Request Sheet in you
pew rack. Hand it in just like a prayer request and
Pr Jim will follow up. Know someone getting surgery? Someone who needs a few meals during an
illness? A family who needs a food box? Love in
Action will do our best to help. Talk to Pr Jim if you
have any questions.

Brad Hall, Coordinator of Worship and Music
worship@alcportland.org

Ruberto Ek Yah, Rev.
pastorekyah@alcportland.org
Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator
office@alcportland.org
Bonnie Webber, Treasurer
Rebecca Williamson, Assistant Treasurer
treasurer@alcportland.org
Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary
council@alcportland.org
Laura Potter, Property Management
property@alcportland.org

A “Crafting Get-Together” will begin on Wednesdays
at 2:00pm in the Community Room. The first gettogether will be on Wednesday Sept. 14.
Bring your own crafts and projects or do something
for the Outreach Board. Please email or contact Pr
Jim if you have any questions or have an idea for a
craft project.
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Deaths / Funerals / Memorials –
None to report
Marriages –
Greg Zahm and Ashley Clark – married on August 20, 2022
Transfers, New Members, etc. –
New member welcome Sunday, August 7 at 11am
Peggy Hall – welcomed by transfer (affirmation of faith in C-101 too)
Susan Rotramel – welcomed by transfer
Terry Girard – adult confirmation
Gary & Maxine Markwart – adult confirmation
Baptisms –
None to report
Latino Members and Friends –
Pastor Ruberto – began once per month communion service at Ascension in June. Service on August 14
at 5pm had 32 people attending – continuing on the second Sundays of the month
Pr Ruberto welcomed his parents for a visit to Oregon after 19 years without seeing them. He gives
thanks to Ascension for donating to their travel costs, and he introduced them to us on Friendship Sunday, August 28.
Marta Luna, deaconess of Lutheran Latino Ministries could not secure housing in North Carolina, she is
staying in Oregon
Hana Laughton is continuing her deaconess studies, while focusing on the youth attending Noche Familiar. She is assisting with cleaning and painting the Youth and Family Room (beside the sanctuary) for
youth activities
Confirmation –
Confirmation will begin in October, so if you know any young people 5th grade and up, let Pr Jim know
Circuit Visitor Info –
Northwest District Circuit Visitors Retreat - August 30-31 in Portland
Circuit Meeting hosted by Ascension on Tuesday, September 13
Oregon Pastors Conference - September 27-29 at Cannon Beach
Faith, The Dalles – Pr Butch Olsen is the vacancy pastor as they consider calling a full-time pastor
Miscellaneous –
Ascension Early Childcare Education Center (AECEC)
The Bottoms Up Fundraiser sale was August 12-13. Around 30 volunteers served in different ways
to prepare the sale items, set up the room in the lower level, and attend the sale as helpers.
Thank you for all the hard work, as we raised around $1500. The future of the lower level is
open at this time, and we will accepting ideas at the September Voters Assembly
Human Care Board
The Human Care Board is seeking ways to serve the members and friends of Ascension—as well
as the community!
After several meetings, the Board is going to continue with the room at My Father’s House, the
SnowCap and Benevolence fundraiser on Thanksgiving Eve, and supporting First Image
(Pregnancy Resource Center)
(Continued on pg. 4)
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(Cont. from page 3)

Some new activities include “Love in Action” - a new helping hands ministry for members and friends
who need help for a variety of needs. During services I will announce that on the back of the
Prayer Request Sheets, people may write a person in need of help after surgeries, during
emergencies, for small maintenance issues, lawncare, or cleaning
Outreach Board
The Outreach Board is back on track! Cindy Reinert, Jeannette Krogh, and Riki Neagle are now
meeting regularly regarding ways to encourage sharing the Gospel
When possible, they will also work with the other active boards at Ascension to be present for their
activities so they can share the Gospel and invite people to our church
Some of the plans for the Outreach Board include making and handing out Gospel bracelets
(including a Spanish version), fundraising for Bibles and devotions for giving away, and attending
various community events to make contacts and make invites to Ascension
Stewardship Board
Stewardship met in August to discuss future plans and ways of supporting members and other
boards to use their time, talents and treasures
The ministry summaries and areas of service on the bulletin board across from the mailboxes is a
helpful summary of ministry descriptions. Stewardship will support the Constitution & Bylaw
Committee in writing current job descriptions in the Policies and Procedures Manual
Considering how they can encourage and support strategic planning for Ascension
Constitution & Bylaws Committee

This committee is meeting in order to change Ascension’s Constitution and Bylaws to reflect the
differences since 2017 (the last one was passed by the Voters Assembly). The committee
consists of Sheryl Maier, Congregational President; John Knoke, Congregational Vice President;
Stan Chapulis, member volunteer; and Pastor Jim
Once the Constitution and Bylaws are completed, they will be presented to the Voters Assembly for
review.
In addition, the Policies and Procedures Manual will be updated to reflect the changes since it was
produced in 2008. Job descriptions will also be updated for boards, officers and various volunteer
positions
Dates and Times to Remember –
Monday, Sept 5 - Labor Day
Tue-Thu, Sept 27-29 – Oregon Pastors Conference Cannon Beach
Sunday, Oct 30 – Reformation Day observed
Sunday, Nov 6 – Daylight saving time ends
Sunday, Nov 6 – All Saints’ Day observed
Wednesday, Nov 23 – Thanksgiving Eve Service (7pm)
Thursday, Nov 24 – Thanksgiving Day
Sunday, Nov 27 – Advent 1
Wednesdays, Nov 30; Dec 7, 14, 21 – Advent Midweek (3:30 & 7pm)
Saturday, Dec 24 – Christmas Eve Service (7pm)
Sunday, Dec 25 – Christmas Day (One service at 10am? TBD)
Saturday, Dec 31 – New Year’s Eve Service (7pm)
Sunday, Jan 1 – New Year’s Day (One service at 10am? TBD)
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PLEASE REMEMBER
THEM IN PRAYER

Gina Kreps, Judy Blubaum, Emily Kohnke (Webber
Family), Alondra (a friend of Gina Kreps), Rich
Zahursky, MaryLou May, Mike Hatley, Lorraine
Haggard, Andrew May, Esperanza Gutierrez, Kim
Laxton, Antonia Martinez (mother of Esperanza
Gutierrez), Ava Wentela (Sue Wentela’s
granddaughter), Carol Santorufo (sister of Sue
Wentela), Mike Fogarty, Members and friends with
Covid, The people of Ukraine, *Barbara Schrader,
*Larry Hart, *Dale Porath. *Home Bound.
Marie Cassetty Brown, Air Force — Ramstein Air
Base, Germany AFB LA (sister-in-law of Wanda
Cassetty);

* If you know of anyone who needs prayer and you have
permission to include them in this publication, Please call the
church office to let Michele know. 503-665-8821

Dakota Saunders, US Navy — Based in Cecilia
Italy (godson of Carrie Graham);
Alex Williamson, Air Force, Reserve —
Washington (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);
Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve —
Texas (grandson of Rebecca Williamson);
Jamie Wong-Lopez, Marines — Annapolis MD
(nephew of Kevin and Merci McInaney);
Clayton Wright, Air Force – Yokota AFB Japan
(grandson of Virginia Jacobs);
Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia
Jacobs);

Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of
Karen Arronson).

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain, or if
you have a prayer request, please send an email to:
office@alcportland.org or call: 503-665-8821
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Scott Fabbri
Kaye Beaulieu
Dustin Schaffer
Peggy Hall
Bill Guthrie
Jonathan Mundo
Rob Haase
Karen Zahursky
Josie Latter
Whitney Latter
Emily Whitney
Stan Chapulis
Marlys Natonick
Nola Petri
Paul Walter
Val Schiely
Heather Gulde
Norma Dillon
Olive Sylvia
Arielle Reinert
Lukas Arronson
Carol Reiniger
Bonnie Webber

Sept. 1
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 11
Sept. 11
Sept. 12
Sept. 14
Sept. 14
Sept. 16
Sept. 16
Sept. 16
Sept. 18
Sept. 18
Sept. 18
Sept. 18
Sept. 19
Sept. 21
Sept. 22
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Sept. 28
Sept. 29
Sept. 30

God’s blessings and congratulations to
all who are celebrating special days in
September Did we miss your special date?
Please let the office know so we can get
our records corrected for next year!

Karen Arronson

Sept. 1

Taylor Osgood

Sept. 3

Barbara Greco

Sept. 9

Jim Eckart

Sept. 10

Jonathan Mundo

Sept. 14

Andrew May

Sept. 19

Carlyn Staudt

Sept. 19

Avi Ritchie

Sept. 20

Rob Haase

Sept. 21

Grace Fogarty

Sept. 25

Val Schiely

Sept. 25

Norma Dillon

Sept. 26

Larry and Janice Hart

Sept. 3, 1961

Wayne and Debbie Noonan

Sept. 7, 1979

Tyler and Keilah Woods

Sept. 17, 2015

Joe and Rosemary Knox

Sept. 23, 1989

Tom and Barbara Patch

Sept. 25, 1971
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Can you spare a few hours to help out?
Property Management needs helpers for
various projects. If you are willing, let Laura
Potter know. Immediate needs include
replacing a light fixture in the east stairwell
and pressure washing the exterior of the
church.

Thanks again for all the helpers and buyers!
We are happy to announce that the sale
brought in +/- $1500.00. We still have items
left to sell or give away, so check with Karla
Deal to find out more.
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