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Last week we gathered for Iron Men Fellowship, which 
meets on the fourth Saturday of each month at 8:00 
a.m. in the Community Room. Our time usually begins 
with a short devotion that leads into discussion, and 
this time the topics sparked some great conversation. 
One question we considered was how to approach 
time in the Scriptures. Should we begin at Genesis 1:1 
and read straight through? Spend more time in certain 
Gospels or books? Is it alright to simply open the Bible 
to any page and start reading? Do “Bible in a year” 
plans actually help? 

If these are questions you’ve asked, thank God! It 
shows a desire to be in His Word. We all engage 
Scripture differently. Some listen to audio Bibles and 
absorb more that way. Others need a reading plan to 
stay focused. Some use apps on their phones or 
tablets. For many, certain translations are easier to 
follow and understand. Whatever the method, the 
important thing is that the Word of God is at work in 
you, shaping and transforming your life. 

St. Peter urges us to “pay attention” to the Word, for it 
is a light shining in the darkness and God’s own voice 
speaking to us. The Word is a means of grace – the 
way God delivers His grace to us. Again and again, 
Scripture reminds us of God’s deep love shown 
through the death and resurrection of His Son, and 
that His promises never fail. With such blessings, it 
only makes sense to spend more time in the Word 
each day. It also makes sense to join a Bible study and 
grow alongside others who share the same journey. 

Get serious. Get creative. Get in the Word.  

Blessings,    

 

 

Pr Jim 

¡Gracia y paz a vosotros de parte de Dios nuestro 
Padre y del Señor Jesucristo! 

“19 Esto ha venido a confirmarnos la palabra de los 
profetas, a la cual ustedes hacen bien en prestar   

atención, como a una lámpara que brilla en un lugar 
oscuro, hasta que despunte el día y salga el lucero de 
la mañana en sus corazones. 20 Ante todo, tengan 
muy presente que ninguna profecía de la Escritura 
surge de la interpretación particular de nadie. 21 
Porque la profecía no ha tenido su origen en la 
voluntad humana, sino que los profetas hablaron de 
parte de Dios, impulsados por el Espíritu Santo,” (2 
Pedro 1:19-21, NVI). 

La semana pasada nos reunimos para la Fraternidad 
de Hombres de Hierro, que se lleva a cabo el cuarto 
sábado de cada mes a las 8:00 a. m. en el Salón 
Comunitario. Nuestro encuentro suele comenzar con 
una breve reflexión que da paso a la conversación, y 
esta vez los temas suscitaron un diálogo muy 
enriquecedor. Una pregunta que consideramos fue 
cómo abordar el tiempo con las Escrituras. 
¿Deberíamos comenzar en Génesis 1:1 y leerlo de 
principio a fin? ¿Dedicar más tiempo a ciertos 
Evangelios o libros? ¿Está bien simplemente abrir la 
Biblia por cualquier página y empezar a leer? 
¿Realmente funcionan los planes de “Leer la Biblia en 
un año”? 

Si te has hecho estas preguntas, ¡gracias a Dios! 
Demuestra tu deseo de estar en Su Palabra. Todos 
nos relacionamos con las Escrituras de manera 
diferente. Algunos escuchan la Biblia en audio y así 
absorben más. Otros necesitan un plan de lectura 
para mantenerse enfocados. Algunos usan 
aplicaciones en sus teléfonos o tabletas. Para 
muchos, ciertas traducciones son más fáciles de 
seguir y comprender. Cualquiera que sea el método, lo 
importante es que la Palabra de Dios esté obrando en 
ti, moldeando y transformando tu vida.  

San Pedro nos exhorta a prestar atención a la 
Palabra, pues es una luz que brilla en la oscuridad y la 
voz misma de Dios que nos habla. La Palabra es un 
medio de gracia: la forma en que Dios nos entrega su 
gracia. Una y otra vez, la Escritura nos recuerda el 
profundo amor de Dios manifestado a través de la 
muerte y resurrección de su Hijo, y que sus promesas 
nunca fallan. Con tales bendiciones, es lógico dedicar 
más tiempo a la Palabra cada día. También es lógico 
unirse a un estudio bíblico y crecer junto a otros que 
comparten el mismo camino. 

Toma esto en serio. Sé creativo. Sumérgete en la 
Palabra. 

Bendiciones, 

     

 

Pr Jim 
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Everyone is invited to go Christmas Caroling 

on Sunday, December 21 after 11:00am 

worship service. Anyone who wants to 

participate will gather in the narthex then 

proceed to various homes and care centers 

to share Christmas joy with our shut-ins. We 

hope that you can join us in this wonderful 

time and show the love of Jesus with those 

who cannot get out to enjoy the season. Our 

time ends when we gather to sing at 

Fairlawn at approximately 4:00pm.  

CHRISTMAS 
CAROLING 

TO SHUT-INS 

http://www.alcportland.com/
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Deaths / Funerals / Memorials / Illnesses –  
• Deaths – none to report 
 
Marriages –  
• Wyatt Brown & Katherine Houk, Wedding planned 

for May 22, 2026 
 
Baptisms –  
• Nuriel and Janice baptized by Pr Ruberto on 

October 12 
 
Transfers, New Members, etc. –   
• Wendy Colley – flight attendant Alaska Air, wants to 

transfer from Vermont 
• Myles Davis – member of Holy Cross, Albany 

possible transfer to Ascension 
• Christianity 101 (C-101) starts Sunday, November 2 

at 7pm. 
 4-5 people attending with several more 

interested 
 

Latino Membership –  
• Lutheran Latino Fall Fundraiser – held at Living 

Savior, Tualatin on November 1 
• Baptisms of Nuriel and Janice had 60 people in 

attendance 
 

Circuit Visitor Info –  
• Ascension hosted the Circuit Forum on October 18 

to elect pastoral and lay delegates to the LCMS 
National Convention in Phoenix, AZ, July 18-23, 
2026 
 The following were elected to represent Circuit 6 

at convention: 
 Lay Delegate: Guy Bales, Beautiful Savior 

(Happy Valley)  
 Alternate Lay Delegate: Wyatt Brown, 

Ascension (Portland) 
 Pastoral Delegate: Rev. Eric Lange, Redeemer 

(Gresham) 
 Alternate Pastoral Delegate: Rev. Luke Shirley, 

Faith (The Dalles) 
• Immanuel, Sandy – Brad and I are still covering the 

first Sunday each month 
 Dual parish agreement with Peace, Estacada 

completed and waiting review from the District 
Office, moving forward with the request for 
seminarian 

• Peace, Estacada 
 Dual parish agreement with Peace, Estacada 

completed and waiting review from the District 
Office, moving forward with the request for 
seminarian 

• Holy Cross, Portland – Pr John Eggert retired on 
September 30, Pastor Mike Kasting will be the 
vacancy pastor until the end of the year 

• Trinity, Oregon City – Pr Gary Hagen is vacancy 
pastor, with plans for a call meeting in November 
after interviewing candidates  

 

 

Miscellaneous –  

• Elders: 

 John Hazen agreed to be Chair of the Board 
of Elders 

• Mission Board 

 Continuing to seek out a suitable chairperson 
or leader 

• Property Management 

 Water damage project is nearing completion 
after the insurance company agreed to pay 
for the complete scope of damages 

 Priced out sound absorption panels for the 
Community Room to help with sound quality 
during events and Bible studies 

 Seeking free will offerings to pay for the 
panels ($8600) 

• Stewardship 

 Stewardship emphasis was October (12 & 
19), with Commitment Sunday on October 19 

 Ongoing reminders were considered 
emphasizing commitments and growth in 
the Lord. 

Dates to remember: 
November 2, Sunday – All Saints’ Day (Daylight 
Savings Time ends) 

November 11, Tuesday – Veterans’ Day 

November 26, Wednesday – Thanksgiving Eve 
service (7pm) 

November 27, Thursday – Thanksgiving Day 

November 30, Sunday – First Sunday in Advent 

December 3, 10, 17, Wednesdays – Advent midweek 
services (3:30 & 7pm) 

December 24, Wednesday – Christmas Eve worship 
(7pm) 

December 25, Thursday – Christmas Day worship 
(10am) 
December 31, Wednesday – New Year’s Eve worship 
(7pm) 

January 1, Thursday – New Year’s Day 

January 6, Tuesday – Epiphany 

January 19, Monday – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

February 16, Monday – Presidents’ Day 

February 18, Wednesday – Ash Wednesday (3:30 & 
7pm) 

February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25 Wednesdays – Lent 
midweek services (3:30 & 7pm) 

March 29, Sunday – Palm Sunday 

April 2, Thursday – Maundy Thursday (7pm) 

April 3, Friday – Good Friday (7pm) 

April 5, Sunday – Easter Sunday 

May 10, Sunday – Mother’s Day 

May 14, Thursday – Ascension Day (7pm) 

May 24, Sunday – Pentecost Day / Confirmation Day 

May 25, Monday – Memorial Day 

May 31, (Sun) – Trinity Sunday 
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’Tis the season to remember our policy on 

canceling services due to weather. If a snow and 

ice day affects a scheduled service, always call the 

church office to listen to the updated message 

before driving to church that day. We will also 

update the website, send out a Constant Contact 

email and text, but for those without Internet 

access, call the church office.  

Join Pastor Jim for an 8-week 

journey examining God’s 

Word from a Lutheran 

perspective.  

Whether you have no 

experience with Christianity, 

or want to review what you 

learned long ago; this class is 

for you!  
 

Classes begin Sunday, Nov. 2 

through Dec. 21. at 7:00pm.  
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry – November 2025 

Not the labor of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s 
demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears 
forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and 
Thou alone. (LSB 761:2) 

While the classic hymn “Rock of Ages” shows up 
in the Lutheran Service Book in the “Hope and 
Comfort” section, it can also teach us a valuable 
lesson about Christian stewardship. If that 
surprises you, stay with me on this one. 

No Lutheran would ever dispute the fact that our 
work does not save us. Ephesians 2 makes it truly 
clear that we are dead in our trespasses and sins 
and would remain in that state until Christ raises 
us by grace. There is not a ladder on which we 
can climb out of the grave that our sins have dug 
for us. No blood, sweat nor tears will be able to 
rescue us. We all know this. 

Our works do not save. Christ’s work on the cross 
of Calvary does! He bore human flesh. He carried 
the burden of our sin to the cross. His body was 
beaten, bruised and bloodied for us. He has 
indeed atoned for us! This is more than enough 
reason for this hymn to be bouncing around in 
your head all day today! 

But our work has a place. The place is in response 
to what the Father has done for us in Jesus. The  

Rock of Ages, who is Jesus, becomes the 
foundation on which our lives of faith are built. 
The Holy Spirit uses the means of grace to 
make us God’s workmanship that Paul talks 
about in Ephesians 2:10. 

Our workmanship does not display our power or 
prowess. Like the heavens declare the 
handiwork of the Creator, the works of a 
redeemed sinner point others to the salvation 
that is worked only by Jesus alone. Our work is 
a response to and reflection of a grace and glory 
that we ourselves could never accomplish or 
achieve. 

We become stewards of the treasure that is the 
Gospel. When we faithfully support the work of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with our financial 
support, we are doing the work which points to 
the One who alone atones. When we come 
alongside a struggling sister or brother for whom 
Christ died and we share the stewardship work 
of compassion and care, we enflesh the 
treasure of God’s love and redemption. When 
we make it a weekly priority to arrange our 
schedule to be in the Lord’s House with other 
stewards of the Gospel to receive again and 
again the Gospel’s precious gift, we are 
stewards of the Body of Christ in the 
congregation that points even more people to 
Jesus. 

We cannot do this. Jesus does it through us. We 
are simply stewards of this precious treasure! 

Real conversations. Real faith. Real brothers in Christ.  
“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” 
Proverbs 27:17 

“Iron Men” is a monthly men’s gathering centered on 

Christian brotherhood and spiritual growth. We meet on 

the fourth Saturday of each month at 8:00am for a brief 

devotion shared by one of the group’s men. After the 

devotion, we’ll open up time for discussion, allowing us to 

reflect on the Word and how it applies to our lives. We’ll 

close with the Lord’s Prayer and finish by 9:00am. 

We hope you’ll join us and invite a friend! Our next meeting 

will be November 22 in the Community Room. 

For more information, contact Pastor Jim. 
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The family of Ed Hubbard, Barbara Lewis, Carlyn 

Staudt, The family of Bill Guthrie, Joann Schulz, 

Chenery Whittier’s son (Aaryan), Heather Gulde, 

Riki Neagle, Jim Eckart, Gina Kreps, Mae Smith, 

Jerry and Alma Bangs, Virginia Jacob’s brother 

(Robert), *Barbara Schrader, *Larry Hart, *Mike 

Fogarty, *Mel and Lorraine Haggard. *Home 

Bound.  

* If you know of anyone who needs prayer and 

you have permission to include them in this 

publication, Please call the church office to let 

Michele know. 503-665-8821 

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain, 
or if you have a prayer request, please send an 

email: office@alcportland.org  
or call: 503-665-8821  

Brett Monson – Navy, San Diego CA (Grandson 
of Joann Schulz) 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve, Texas 
(grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Navy, Kaneohe Bay HI 
(nephew of Merci McInaney);  

Clayton Wright, Air Force – (grandson of Virginia 
Jacobs);  

Colton Wright, Navy – (grandson of Virginia 
Jacobs); 

Tyler Young, Navy – Deployed (nephew of 
Karen Arronson). 

Bradley Zeller, Army – Fort Lewis WA (grandson 
of Neil and Deb Zeller) 
Kyle Zeller, Army – Deployed to Poland 
(grandson of Neil and Deb Zeller) 

The Women’s Bible 

Study gathers again 

on Tuesday, 

November 11 at 

2:00pm. We’re 

continuing our 

journey through  

Bless These Lips 

and will be 

discussing Lesson 

3. Come enjoy faith, 

community, and 

thoughtful 

conversation!  
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Every year we commemorate October 31, 1517, 
when Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the 
church door in Wittenberg, Germany, sparking a 
movement that changed the course of history—
and reaffirmed the heart of the Gospel. Refor-
mation Day is not just about history; it’s about 
God’s grace. Luther’s bold confession reminded 
the Church that we are saved by grace alone, 
through faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed in 
Scripture alone. As Lutherans, we celebrate this 
day to give thanks for the clear proclamation of 
the Good News—that forgiveness and salvation 
are God’s free gift, not something we can earn. 
The Reformation calls us to continually return to 
the Word, to trust God’s promises, and to share 
His saving love with the world.  

Join us for a warm, family-friendly Thanksgiving 
Potluck on Friday, November 14 at 6:30pm! All 
ages are welcome to attend. Bring a favorite dish 
to share and we’ll provide beverages and 
tableware.  

Invite a friend or neighbor—this is a great way to 
connect before the busy holiday season. 
Questions? Contact the Youth and Family team. 
We hope to see you there! 



Lutheran Women in Mission 
“Serving prayerfully, with love and joy in Jesus’ name.” 

Praise to our Lord and Savior from Whom all Blessings Flow!  

The ladies of the LWML extend heartfelt thanks for your ongoing support of our Mites and Missions 
throughout the year — and especially for going above and beyond in this year’s Annual LWML Sunday 
Fundraiser. We’re delighted to share that, after a bit of number crunching, this year’s proceeds 
exceeded last year’s total by an impressive 36%! Praise God! 

YAY TEAM!!! Check our LWML Bulletin Board for more Mission Grant Information. 

We want to extend an invitation to all the ladies in 
our congregation — and your friends – to our 
Annual ALC Group Christmas Gathering on 
Saturday, December 6 from 10:00am to Noon in 
Ascension’s Community Room .  

We’ll begin with an Opening Devotion and Prayer, 
and a very brief update on current events. We’ll 
also sing a few Christmas songs, and share 
some treats (bring snack items or Christmas 
Cookies if you would like) and we’ll share some 

stories of Christmases past — If you would also like to participate in a 
Gift Exchange, bring a wrapped item (under $10, or a gently used 
‘White Elephant’ gift). We hope you will join us.  

Please remember to keep Missions and Missionaries in your Prayers!  

LWML-Oregon District: lwmlor.org & LWML-National: lwml.org 
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Barbara Cochran Nov. 1 
Senai I. Lavadores Nov. 5 
Darlene Knoke Nov. 7 
Lili Hodges Nov. 10 
Elliot Noonan Nov. 10 
Rich Bartell Nov. 12 
Van Sooter Nov. 13 
Ava Wentela Nov. 14 
Mae Smith Nov. 15 
Justin Zuriega Nov. 15 
Sean Ritchie Nov. 17 
Heather Darnell Nov. 18 
KaiLeah Woods Nov. 20 
Antonio Brown Nov. 21 
Jennifer Alvarado Nov. 22 
Don Tigges Nov. 23 
Rebecca Williamson Nov. 25 
Sasha Harris Nov. 27 
Heidi Lavadores Nov. 28 

God’s blessings and congratulations to all who are celebrating special days in November! Did we miss 

your special date? Please let the office know so we can get our records corrected for next year! 

Ty and Nichole Fogarty Nov. 19, 2011 

Joe and Wanda Cassetty Nov. 24, 1990 

Dave and Jan Oswald Nov. 29, 1975 

Sherry Porath Nov. 1 

Rick Vanover Nov. 1 

Luke Arronson Nov. 5 

Daniel Reinert Nov. 8 

Dan Anderson Nov. 10 

Kaye Beaulieu Nov. 11 

Randy Schroeder Nov. 14 

Wyatt Brown Nov. 25 

Ava Wentela Nov. 30 
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As we gather in gratitude this season, the Human Care 

Board invites you to help fill the shelves at SnowCap, our 

local food bank. Together, we can make a real difference for families in need right here in our 

community. 

Please consider donating non-perishable food items such as hearty soups, chili, canned fruits and 

vegetables (pop-tops are especially helpful), along with paper products, baby essentials, and pet food. 

Reusable grocery bags will be available in the Narthex from Sunday, November 2 through Sunday, 

November 23. Take one home, fill it up, and bring it to our Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service on 

Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00 p.m. If you can’t make it that evening, feel free to drop your 

donations off at the church anytime before the service. 

And don’t forget—SnowCap can also use your empty egg cartons and extra paper or plastic grocery 

bags. Just place them in the SnowCap barrel in the Narthex. 

Thanksgiving Eve Plate Offering: The Church Council has elected that this year’s Thanksgiving Eve 

plate offering will be shared between the Benevolence Fund and the Outreach Board. This means that 

if you give a Thanksgiving Eve monetary donation—

either in the plate or online—it will support both causes 

unless you specify otherwise on your check or 

envelope. 

The Benevolence Fund, overseen by the Human Care 

Board, assists with financial needs within our 

congregation and among friends of our members. 

Meanwhile, the Outreach Board uses donations to buy 

Bibles, set up tables at community events, and share 

the Gospel in our community. 

Let’s come together in thankfulness and generosity to 

bless our neighbors this Thanksgiving! 

Our Community Room has become a wonderful hub for ministry — hosting Bible studies, Voters Assemblies, 
meals, receptions, and outreach events. However, as many have experienced, the echo in the room makes it 
difficult to hear clearly and carry on conversations. Voices seem to bounce around the walls, and for those with 
hearing difficulties or hearing aids, it can be nearly impossible to understand what’s being said. This has made 
group discussions, prayer, and fellowship challenging at times. 

To make this space more welcoming and effective for ministry, plans are underway to install sound-absorbing 
panels that will greatly improve voice clarity and reduce echo. The total cost for production and shipping is 
$8,600, covering about 30% of the wall area — enough to make a noticeable and lasting difference. 

If you feel moved to support this effort, please consider a gift above and beyond your regular offering. 

Contributions may be made to Ascension Lutheran Church with “Sound Panels” noted on the memo line or on 

your envelope. Together, we can make this space more comfortable and inviting for everyone, so all can fully 

share in worship, study, and fellowship. 
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I just want to say how much I appreciate all the kindness you’ve shown during Pastor Appreciation 

Month. Your thoughtful words, notes, and gifts truly touched me. Every message—whether shared 

after worship or tucked inside a card—meant a lot and reminded me how blessed I am to serve here. 

And thank you also for the birthday wishes! You made the day extra special. I’m so grateful to be part 

of such a caring and supportive church family. Your encouragement keeps me going and brings joy to 

the ministry we share together. 
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