October 2026

The Acts of Ascension

By: Pastor
Jim Sprengle

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ!

“® You will do well to send them on their journey in a
manner worthy of God. ’ For they have gone out for
the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the
Gentiles. ® Therefore we ought to support people like
these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth,” (3
John 1:6b-8, ESV).

“11 So shall My word be that goes out from My mouth;
it shall not return to Me empty, but it shall accomplish
that which | purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for
which | sent it,” (Isaiah 55:11, ESV).

For several years, Ascension Lutheran has
emphasized stewardship during the month of October.
Although October has no special place for this
emphasis, it's as good a month as any to highlight the
importance of managing the gifts God provides each
of us. In our Confirmation classes, we learn about our
daily bread, or how God meets our bodily needs
through the air we breathe, the water we drink, the
food we eat, and all other needs of body and life.
Sometimes we overlook the basics of how God
supports us in every way.

Yes, we give thanks to God for meeting these needs,
but He also provides for the greatest need of all: the
Good News that Jesus died and rose to give eternal
life to all who believe in Him. In fact, as Christians, we
recognize that God not only meets our every need but
also calls us to support the preaching of the Word and
the work of sharing that Gospel message with all the
world.

Through the Church, or all who believe in Jesus Christ
as their Savior and Lord, God equips and sends out
laborers into the harvest field to share this Gospel
message. Our offerings help support that work.
Pastors are called, missionaries are sent, children are
taught, ministries are supported, and the Word
continues to be proclaimed. Yet, as Isaiah reminds us,
the power is not in us or even in our giving. God
promises that His Word “shall not return to Me empty,”
but will accomplish the purpose for which He sends it.

As John encourages Christians to be “fellow workers

for the truth,” he means that supporting the
proclamation of the Word is one way we take part in
God’s mission of bringing the saving Gospel to others.
We at Ascension don'’t rely on outside or secular
funding to share the Gospel. We are an individual
congregation, supported through the gifts of our
members and fellow believers, to share the Word in
our community, our region, and our world (Acts 1:8).

On October 18, we approach the altar with our
personal commitments to God (see the newsletter
announcement). As we place those commitments in
the commitment chest, which remains at the altar
throughout the year, we prayerfully consider how the
gifts God has first given us can be used in His service.
John gives us a wonderful way of thinking about that
support: through it, we become “fellow workers for the
truth.”

Blessings,
e d
Eﬁé’é—
Pr Jim

jGracia y paz a ustedes, de Dios nuestro Padre y del
Sefior Jesucristo!

“® Haras bien en ayudarlos a seguir su viaje, como es
digno de Dios. " Ellos salieron por oausa del Nombre,
sin nunca recibir nada de los paganos; ® hosotros, por
lo tanto, debemos brindarles hospitalidad, y asi
colaborar con ellos en la Verdad,” (3 Juan 1:6b-8,
NVI).

“11 Asi es también la palabra que sale de mi boca: No
volvera a mi vacia, sino que hara lo que yo deseo y
cumplira con mis propésitos,” (Isaias 55:11, NVI).

Durante varios afios, Ascension Lutheran ha puesto
un énfasis especial en la mayordomia durante el mes
de octubre. Aunque octubre no tiene un significado
especial para este tema, es tan buen mes como
cualquier otro para recordar la importancia de
administrar los dones que Dios nos da a cada uno de
nosotros. En nuestras clases de Confirmacion
aprendemos acerca del pan de cada dia, es decir,
cémo Dios suple nuestras necesidades fisicas por
medio del aire que respiramos, el agua que bebemos,
la comida que comemos y todas las demas
necesidades del cuerpo y de la vida. A veces
pasamos por alto estas cosas tan basicas y no nos
damos cuenta de cuanto Dios nos sostiene en todo.

Si, damos gracias a Dios porque El suple estas
necesidades, pero también provee para la necesidad
mas grande de todas: las Buenas Nuevas de que

(Continuado en la pagina 2)
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THROUGH MY WINDOW

(Continuacién de la pagina 1)

Jesus murié y resucito para dar vida eterna a todos los
que creen en El. De hecho, como cristianos, reconoce-
mos que Dios no solamente suple todas nuestras
necesidades, sino que también nos llama a apoyar la
predicacion de la Palabra y la obra de compartir este
mensaje del Evangelio con todo el mundo.

Por medio de la Iglesia, es decir, de todos los que
creen en Jesucristo como su Salvador y Sefior, Dios
prepara y envia obreros a la mies para compartir este
mensaje del Evangelio. Nuestras ofrendas ayudan a
sostener esta obra. Se llaman pastores, se envian
misioneros, se ensefa a los nifios, se apoyan minis-
terios y la Palabra sigue siendo proclamada. Sin em-
bargo, como nos recuerda Isaias, el poder no esta en
nosotros, ni siquiera en nuestras ofrendas. Dios
promete que Su Palabra “no volvera a Mi vacia,” sino
que cumplira el propdsito para el cual El la envia.

Cuando Juan anima a los cristianos a ser
“colaboradores de la verdad,” nos esta diciendo que
apoyar la proclamacion de la Palabra es una manera
en que participamos en la mision de Dios de llevar el
Evangelio de salvacion a los demas. En Ascension no
dependemos de fondos externos o seculares para
compartir el Evangelio. Somos una congregacion local
sostenida por las ofrendas de nuestros miembros y de
otros creyentes, para compartir la Palabra en nuestra
comunidad, nuestra region y nuestro mundo (Hechos
1:8).

El 18 de octubre nos acercaremos al altar con nuestros
compromisos personales delante de Dios (vea el anun-
cio en el boletin informativo). Al colocar esos com-
promisos en el cofre de compromiso, que permanecera
junto al altar durante todo el aio, consideramos en
oracion como podemos usar al servicio de Dios los
dones que El primero nos ha dado. Juan nos da una
manera maravillosa de pensar en este apoyo: por me-
dio de él, llegamos a ser “colaboradores de la verdad.”

Bendiciones,

|y

Pr Jim

New sl etter

DEADLING

Friday, Oct. 23
Please submit articles on time.
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PASTOR'S OCTOBER REPORT

Deaths / Funerals / Memorials —
e None to report
Marriages —

e Barbara Wheeler & Nate Williams,
wedding date TBA

Baptisms —

e Teresa Morgan, Sunday, 9/6
Transfers, New Members, etc. —
¢ None to report

Confirmation —

e New attendees of the Latino service
would like to sign up for Confirmation
classes, along with a member of
Ascension

e So far, 3-4 students possible
Latino Membership —

e Pr Ruberto accepted a call to Hope
Lutheran, Woodburn. His last Sunday at
Ascension was September 6. Pr Carlos
Velasquez is available to cover services
for an undetermined time. The Elders
recommended we continue serving
Spanish speakers on Sundays until at
least January, then decide what to do
from that point

Circuit Visitor Info —

¢ Immanuel, Hood River — Pastor Luke
Shirley from Faith, The Dalles, filling in
two Sundays per month, while Pr Ted
Moeller (retired) will cover two Sundays.
Their Call Committee received a new list
of candidates and will begin seeking
interviews

e Holy Cross, Portland — Pr Larry Locke is
continuing the vacancy duties as the
congregation seeks different options for
calling a pastor. They are considering
possibilities of a dual parish agreement or
working with other congregations to
share pastoral responsibilities

e Trinity, Oregon City — Various pastors
rotating to cover services
¢ Their Call Committee received a

new list of candidates and will
begin seeking interviews

Miscellaneous —

Safety Committee

¢ Randy Bryant is leading a Safety
Committee to review procedures,
training, and building design for
Ascension

¢ We continue to develop the Emergency
Quick Reference Guide, with committee
members reviewing assigned sections
and recommending revisions before our
October meeting

0 Next steps include using the Elder as the
Sunday Emergency Coordinator,
arranging CPR/AED training before
January, developing an incident report
form, and researching options for a
church security assessment

Wyatt Brown (seminarian)

¢ Continue to pray for Wyatt’s formation at
Seminary, along with Katherine

Stewardship and Commitment Sundays
(October 11 and 18)

0 A two-week emphasis on stewardship is
planned for these Sundays in October

0  The themes are: “God’s Gifts to Us” and
“Living Our Lives for Him”

Dates to Remember:
2026

Oct 4 (Sun) — LWML Sunday
Oct 11 (Sun) — Stewardship Sunday
Oct 18 (Sun) — Commitment Sunday

Oct 25 (Sun) — Reformation Sunday
(observed)

Nov 1 (Sun) — All Saints’ Day

Nov 25 (Wed) — Thanksgiving Eve Service
(7pm)

Nov 26 (Thu) — Thanksgiving Day

Nov 29 (Sun) — First Sunday in Advent

Dec 2, 9, 16 (Wed) — Midweek Service (3:30
and 7pm)

Dec 24 (Thu) — Christmas Eve (7pm)
Dec 25 (Fri) — Christmas Day (10am)
Dec 31 (Thu) — New Year’s Eve (7pm)
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oA~ Bapbisms Birbhdays

Rick Wymore Oct. 1 Andrew Interian Oct. 3
Benjamin Mora Oct. 2 Keith Erdmann Oct. 4
Barbara Cochran Oct. 9 Linda Fogarty Oct. 5
Peggy Hall Oct. 9 Diana Laxton Oct. 7
John Haase Oct. 11 Sandy Kirchner Oct. 8
Linda Fogarty Oct. 15 Carolyn Gordon Oct. 10
Matthias McInaney Oct. 15 Johnnie Driessner Oct. 11
Duke Sheppard Oct. 15 Brad Hall Oct. 14
Johnnie Driessner Oct. 22 Maria De Jesus Oct 16
Cindy Reinert Oct. 23 Bjorn Heglie Oct. 21
Sandy Kirchner Oct. 26 Michael Quinn Oct. 21
Gabriela Alvarado Oct. 30 Keilynne Woods Oct 24
Ron Barendse Oct. 30 Elly Brown Oct. 26
Jaden Mundo Oct. 30 Sherry Porath Oct. 27
Barbara Nelsen Oct. 30 Herb Reiniger Oct. 27
Rev. Jim Sprengle Oct. 27
: | Elaina Ritchie Oct. 28
. M Sune S Michele Sprengle Oct. 29
Anniversaries  Ciaire Zeebuyth Oct. 29
Randy and Marcia Bryant Oct 7, 1977 Kyle Zeller Oct. 29
Steven and Kysa Schaefer Oct 21, 2017 Dave Stabenow Oct. 30

God'’s blessings to all who are celebrating special days in October. Did we miss your special date?
Please let the office know so we can get our records corrected for next year!

— Join Us for a —

FREE

TRUNK -or- TREAT

In a safe, welcoming and
friendly environment!

When: Saturday, Oct. 24 from 2:00 to 4:00pm
Where: Ascension Parking Lot: 1440 SE 182nd Avenue, Portland

This annual event is a great way to reach out to our neighbors.
If you want to help, contact Cindy Reinert.
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COMMITMENT SUNDAY
God’s ‘Gifts to Us...Our Lives to Him

E' On Sunday, October 18, we will dedicate our commitments to the Lord,
placing them in the offering chest on the altar. These commitments are not for
others to see, but between you and God alone. If you can’t attend that service,
you may bring or send your commitment form any time before or after. Look for
them in printed form on the table as you leave the Narthex and through email
prior to Commitment Sunday.

May God grant us faith to trust His provision and the courage to serve Him
boldly in this season of blessing.

MY FATHER’S HOUSE NEWS

NEEDS: It is time for us to outfit a new family with essentials at My Father’s House. Please check out the
whiteboard in the Church Narthex to see what you can donate. Write your name by the item you will buy and
then bring it to the Community room after you have bought it. All items must be new and unopened. Thank
you for your generosity!

Join us October 8 and 9 for this 24 hour event, as Executive
Director Andrea Pickett sits on a bench outside the shelter,
live streaming one-on-one conversations with community
members, local leaders, former program participants, donors,

I and passersby.

This bench is more than just a seat — it serves as a platform for truth-telling, healing, and hope. Each
conversation offers an opportunity to see beyond stereotypes, connect with the humanity behind
homelessness, and witness the life-changing impact of compassion and support.

This event will again be part of Conversations on a Bench, a nationwide movement led by Citygate Network,
with more than 100 ministry leaders across North America participating simultaneously. Together, we will
continue to raise awareness of homelessness, shift perceptions, and invite communities to engage in
meaningful dialogue.

Ways People Can Participate:
e Watch the livestream on Facebook or YouTube throughout the 24-hour event.
e Visitin person at My Father’'s House in Gresham to experience the conversations firsthand.

e Give generously to help sustain the year-round programs of My Father’'s House, which provide shelter,
restoration, and long-term transformation for families experiencing homelessness.

Every story matters — and together, we create a community where hope takes root and lives are restored.
Watch for more news to come about this event from our Human Care Board!

conversations on a

All Saints’ Day Remembrance Luncheon

' You are warmly invited to this special gathering Sunday, Nov. 1 from 12:30 to 3:00pm in
the Community Room. For anyone grieving the death of a loved one. Whether your loss
was recent or many years ago, you are welcome.

Please bring a meaningful memento that reminds you of your loved one. During our time
together, each person will have an opportunity to share what they brought and why it is
special to them. Becky Oswald, grief coach and thanatologist, will gently guide us as we
L share a meal, tell stories, and remember those we hold dear. As someone who
specializes in helping people navigate death, loss, and grief, Becky will create a caring and supportive space
for us to remember, share, and connect with one another.

Space is limited to twenty, and an RSVP is needed: office@alcportland.org or 503-665-8821
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Brett Monson — Navy, San Diego CA (Grandson of
PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY JE it i
amie Wong-Lopez, Navy, Kaneohe Bay nephew

*********** of Merci Mclnaney)

*********** Clayton Wright, Air Force — (grandson of Virginia

*********** Jacobs)

* % % % % % Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia Jacobs)
R Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen

Arronson).

Bradley Zeller, Army — Fort Lewis WA (grandson of

the Zeller’s)

Kyle Zeller, Army — Fort Riley Kansas (grandson of

the Zeller’s)

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:

Jaimie Bailey, Heather Gulde, Carolyn Shore, Mark (a friend of the Bryant’s), Jim Eckart, Donald
(David Grisham’s brother), Aaryan (Chenery Whittier’s son), Diana (sister-in-law of Randy Bryant),
Riki Neagle, Gina Kreps, *Larry Hart. “Home Bound.

If you know of anyone who needs prayer and you have permission to include them in this publication, Please
call the church office to let Michele know. 503-665-8821

If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer chain, or if you have a prayer request, please send an email to:
office@alcportland.org or call: 503-665-8821

PRAY FOR OUR STAFF AND SERVANTS

Please remember to keep Pastor Jim and Michele, Brad and Jessica, Carrie, and their families in your
daily prayers. May the Lord strengthen and encourage them in their service, bless their families with
peace and joy, and keep them rooted in His Word and love.

We give You thanks for the faithful hands and hearts of all who serve at Ascension. Bless the workers
in our congregation—the volunteers and leaders—who give their time, energy, and love. Strengthen
them in their tasks, refresh them when they are weary, and remind them that their service is pleasing
in Your sight. May their work bring glory to Your name and joy to those they serve. Keep them always
rooted in Your Word and filled with the hope of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REPORT - OCTOBER 2026

Our fluorescent (tube) light fixtures have been replaced — along with 2 outside security lights. All of
the new fixtures have motion sensors in them so they will activate and deactivate on their own, how-
ever, we did have a few of the fixtures set to be manually operated. All of the new fixtures and the
installation were paid for by Energy Trust of Oregon. Our tax dollars at work!

About 18 people came to outside work party on September 12". In addition to pressure washing, lots
of extra trimming and weeding were done - filling a dump trailer. Also, the roof of the building was
cleaned of debris and gutters, downspouts and drains were cleared. A huge thank you to all who
helped out!!!

There are 2 toilets that need to be installed in the basement. The wax rings and supply lines are with
them.

The arborvitae on the South fence line desperately needs trimming. It will probably need someone
with special equipment.

Our annual fire inspection is coming up and the storm drains will also be cleaned. Cleaning and
maintenance of our HVAC systems is scheduled for November 2.

In His Service, Laura Potter, Property Management Chair
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i LUTHERAN WOMEN
&) LWML [N MISSION

Oregon District

Upcoming LWML Calendar items — Save the Dates:

Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026 — LWML Sunday Services, and Fundraiser. Please donate baked goods
and crafted items (pre-priced) and, small (gently used) items for our “Blessings Tables” where
people can take something home with them in exchange for a donation to LWML. You may drop
items off at church on Saturday, 10-3-26, 10:30 am to Noon, or bring your donated items before
church services on Sunday.

Saturday, Oct. 17, 2026 — Mt. Hood Zone Fall Gathering at Trinity Lutheran Church, 16000 S.
Henrici Rd, Oregon City, OR 97045; 9:30 am to 1:00 pm (Lunch is provided). Theme: “Walking
with Jesus” ~ Verse: Psalm 119:105 ~ “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
Ingathering items requested are for LOVE INC’s shoe ministry for school kids (all sizes), or cash
donations. Weather permitting, we will be exploring Trinity’s trail park and doing a Bible Study there.

Saturday, December 5, 2026 — Ladies Christmas Gathering — Ascension’s Community Room —
10am to Noon. Bring a snack or treat to share if you like. We'll start with a Devotion and get to know
each other better. We’'ll have a gift exchange; bring a “$10 or under” wrapped gift or a nearly new
“‘White Elephant” Gift to exchange. We'll sing some Christmas songs and have some fun! All women
are welcome to attend any of our functions; bring your daughter and/or a friend if you like!

Please remember to keep Missions and Missionaries in your Prayers, at least each time you
place a coin in your Mite Boxes! Thank you for your support!

LWML-Oregon District: lwmlor.orqg & LWML-National: lwml.org

SHARING THE LOVE OF JESUS WITH
~ CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD

> M. The Human Care Board is sponsoring an Operation Christmas
g i Child collection event September 20 through November 22.

Operation Christmas Child is a program developed by
Samaritan’s Purse to share Jesus’ love with children around the

OPPORTUNITY

T0 TELL A - world. To participate in the project, please pick up shoebox(es),
CHILD ABOUT , instruction sheet(s), and label(s) in the Narthex under the coat
(UYL %S e rack. Then fold the shoebox and fill it with gifts, school supplies,
—

Christian items and personal care items. Shoebox gift
suggestions are included on the instruction sheets. When your
box is completed, just place it under the coat rack in the Narthex
by November 22. On November 22 all the boxes will be
delivered to the Operation Christmas Child Gresham area
collection site. Then all the boxes will be
shipped destinations around the world and
delivered to children in need.

Thanks for helping children around the world!

operationchristmaschild.org.nz

The Human Care Board
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MODEL PLANES FOR MISSIONS

Over the last year, | have built a collection of hand crafted 1:27 scale models of the famous Piper Cub
from the 1930s. In years past, | built simpler, smaller models, and together with my family, raised a
modest amount of money for LCMS Mission Central in support of their mission in Ukraine. Now | have
decided to use this gift that God has given me on a larger scale. This is (for me) a non-profit project,
with 100% of the proceeds from my models going towards LCMS Mission Central. Mission Central is
the largest network of dedicated people providing support to the LCMS Office of International Mission,
a successor to LCMS World Mission, as well as the LCMS lowa District West and LCMS Nebraska
District. Mission Central continues to be blessed by God, facilitating millions of dollars every year to
send and keep missionaries in the mission field, and
strengthen districts in their support of local congregation/
community mission efforts. By placing a bid on one of
my models, you are supporting missions all over the
world.

$360.00 raised since June 2026.

You can read more here: https://missioncentral.us/our-
purpose/

= *g i- -

Image of an actual Piper Cub Plane | -Calet Zeebuyth

TERESA MORGAN IS BAPTIZED!
~ ~. IR

It was such a blessing to see Tersa baptized on September 6!
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OCTOBER 2026 SERVANTS

OCTOBER |4 Early Communion 11 Late Communion 18 Early Communion 25 Late Communion
Elder: Elder: Elder: Elder:
g:30 Randy Schroeder 8:30 Randy Bryant 8:30 EBruce Blubaum 8:30 Dave Oswald
ELDERS 11:00 Bob Ritchie 11:00 Herb Hoefer 11:00 John Hazen 11:00 Randy Schroeder
Acolyte: Acolyte: Acolyte: Acolyte:
ACOLYTES |s.30 NEEDED
. 8:30 NEEDED 8:30 NEEDED 8:30 NEEDED
11:00 NEEDED 11:00 NEEDED 11:00 NEEDED 11:00 NEEDED
B:30—Communion 8:30 &:30—Communion 8:30
1 - John Aden 1 - Stan Chapulis 1 — Stan Chapulis 1- NEEDED
USHERS 2 - Mike Adams 2 — Mike Adams 2 - John Aden 2 _ NEEDED
._._"_E 11:00—Communion 11:00 11:00—Communion
1 - Rich Bartell 1 - RBich Bartell 1 - Don Brown 1 - Rich Bartell
2 - Marcus Young 2 - Matthias Mclnaney 2 - Marcus Young 2. Matthias Mclnaney
A AV AV AN
AV BOOTH 830  Stan Chapulis 830 Teresa Osgood 830  Laura Potter 8:30 Stan Chapulis
11-00 NEEDED 11:00 Luke Hodges 1100 J. E. Knox 11:00 Laura Potter
POWER PowerPoint: _u_.n_s_.m:unin _u.n!nq_unin ) _u_n!nq_unin.
POINT 530  Laura Potter m.“m_n_ Tom Osgood m.“m_n_ Jenny Schuldheisz m.ma Debbie Rekdahl
11:00 Michele Sprengle 11:00 Alex Hodges 11:00 Rosemary Kmox 11:00 John Hazen
Greeters: Greeters: Greeters: Greeters:
8:30 Elizabeth Alvarado 8:30 Millie Edwards 8:30 Sheryl Maier 2:30 Mancy Thomas
GREETERS Margo Bachhuber 11:00 Sue Lewis 11:00 Esperanza Gutiermez 11:00 Heather Gulde
11:00 Riki Heagle Margaret Hubbard
Reader: Read Reader:
READERS Mwﬂnmn o K 330 Sheryl Maier m...wﬂ mnm.ﬁ Fotramel 230 Carlyn Staudt
- ron keup 11:00  Caleb Zeebuyth : 11:00 Rich Bartell
1100 J. E Knox aleb Zechuyl 11:00  Paul Walter ich Ba
__P_u._.b,m Altar: Virginia Jacobs Altar: Debbie Rekdahl Altar: Wendy Hazen Altar: Margo Bachhuber
rs: rs: nda Foga rsg: 5 itchi
FLOWERS Flowe NEEDED Flowe Linda Fogarty Flowe NEEDED Flowers: Bob Ritchie
COUNTERS | Counters: Stan Chapulis and Counters: Bob and Elaina Ritchie Counters: Karon Keup and Counters: Stan Chapuiis and
Lottie Guericke Sheryl Maier HELIEEL AL 2 s
SUNDAY

SCHOOL

Sunday School: Carrie and Carolyn

Sunday School: Audrey and Carolyn

Sunday School: Carolyn and Gina

Sunday School: Carmie and Carolyn
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