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Through
My
Window

By: Pastor

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ!

“6 For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through
faith. 2 For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. 2 There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. ° And
if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham's offspring,
heirs according to promise,” (Galatians 3:26-29 ESV).

Many families across the country plan family reunions
during the summer. Perhaps you’ve received an
invitation to attend one and will travel to spend a few
days with relatives. My family often gathers in
Colorado, and it's not uncommon for up to one
hundred people from across the state to attend. It
amazes me how many different kinds of people come
together at a family reunion. These gatherings include
not only siblings, but also extended family and in-laws.
The people who attend may be young or old, come
from different backgrounds, and may not relate to one
another very easily. Still, the reunion is the reason for
gathering, and people come together for that purpose.

The Holy Christian Church is much like a family
reunion. God calls people from every nation and unites
them in one body — the Body of Christ. This gathering
often takes place on Sundays during the Divine
Service, but it also happens in many other ways. Bible
studies, mission trips, outreach events, and times of
fellowship are all ways God regularly “reunites” us as
believers. We may not always get along perfectly. We
are often gathered with people who have very different
personalities, backgrounds, experiences, languages,
or preferences. Yet God, in His great wisdom, brings
us together in the name of Jesus. That shared identity
in Christ is the central reason for our unity.

We are called into the fellowship of believers to shine
the light of Christ in a world darkened by sin. Those
whom God calls are part of His family, and we are then
called to welcome and encourage their participation in

the life of the Church. Whether rich or poor,
downtrodden or quirky, immigrant or native-born, man
or woman, old or young, sick or healthy — every human
being can be part of the Body of Christ and an heir of
the promise to Abraham. Jesus our Savior died on the
cross to offer salvation to all, and our fellowship in the
Spirit is a direct link to that gift of grace. Keep that in
mind as we invite, encourage, and gather in the name of
Jesus.

Blessings on your summer gatherings,

L

Pr Jim

jGracia y paz a vosotros de parte de Dios nuestro
Padre y del Sefor Jesucristo!

“?6 Todos ustedes son hijos de Dios mediante la fe en
Cristo Jesus, 2’ porque todos los que han sido
bautizados en Cristo se han revestido de Cristo. % Ya
no hay judio ni griego, esclavo ni libre, hombre ni muijer,
sino que todos ustedes son uno solo en Cristo Jesus.
29Y si ustedes pertenecen a Cristo, son la
descendencia de Abraham y herederos segun la
promesa,” (Galatas 3:26-29 NVI).

Muchas familias en todo el pais planean reuniones
familiares durante el verano. Tal vez hayas recibido una
invitacion para asistir a uno y viajes para pasar unos
dias con familiares. Mi familia se reine a menudo en
Colorado, y no es raro que asistan hasta cien personas
de todo el estado. Me sorprende la cantidad de tipos
diferentes de personas que se reunen en una reunién
familiar. Estas reuniones incluyen no solo a los
hermanos, sino también a la familia extendida y a los
suegros. Las personas que asisten pueden ser jovenes
0 mayores, provienen de diferentes origenes y es
posible que no se relacionen entre si muy facilmente.
Aun asi, la reunién es el motivo de la reunién, y la gente
se reune con ese proposito.

La Santa Iglesia Cristiana se parece mucho a una
reunion familiar. Dios llama a personas de todas las
naciones y las une en un solo cuerpo: el Cuerpo de
Cristo. Este encuentro a menudo tiene lugar los
domingos durante el Servicio Divino, pero también
ocurre de muchas otras maneras. Los estudios biblicos,
los viajes misioneros, los eventos de alcance y los

(Continta en la pagina 3)
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THROUGH MY WINDOW

(Viene de la pagina 1)

momentos de comunion son formas en que Dios nos
"reune" regularmente como creyentes. Es posible
que no siempre nos llevemos perfectamente. A
menudo nNos reunimos con personas que tienen
personalidades, origenes, experiencias, idiomas o
preferencias muy diferentes. Sin embargo, Dios, en
su gran sabiduria, nos reune en el nombre de Jesus.
Esa identidad compartida en Cristo es la razén
central de nuestra unidad.

Somos llamados a la comunion de los creyentes para
hacer brillar la luz de Cristo en un mundo oscurecido
por el pecado. Aquellos a quienes Dios llama son
parte de su familia, y entonces estamos llamados a
acoger y alentar su participacién en la vida de la
Iglesia. Ya sea rico o pobre, oprimido o peculiar,
inmigrante o nativo, hombre o mujer, viejo o joven,
enfermo o sano, todo ser humano puede ser parte
del Cuerpo de Cristo y heredero de la promesa de
Abraham. Jesus, nuestro Salvador, murié en la cruz
para ofrecer la salvacion a todos, y nuestra comunién
en el Espiritu es un vinculo directo con ese don de la
gracia. Tenga eso en mente al invitar, animar y
reunirnos en el nombre de Jesus.

Bendiciones en tus reuniones de verano,

oy

Pr Jim

NewsLelel
DEADLINS

Monday, Aug. 25

Please submit
articles on time.
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PASTOR'S JUNE REPORT

Deaths / Funerals / Memorials —
None to report

Marriages —

o Woyatt Brown and Katherine Houk, wedding
on May 22, 2026

Baptisms —

e Ethan Kampmann, grandson of Larry and
Janice Hart, baptized June 8, 2025

o Khmeron, (Wyatt’s friend), baptism
scheduled for Saturday, July 5, 12pm
Transfers, New Members, etc. —

e C-101 Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00pm, May
14 to July 2

« 10-12 attending
e 6-7 expected new members

Confirmation —

o Confirmation Day, Sunday, June 15 — Caleb
Zeebuyth confirmed

Latino Membership —

e Services continue on Sundays at 5:00pm

Circuit Visitor Info —

e Immanuel, Sandy — Brad and | are still
covering the first Sunday of each month

o | was elected to serve another 3-year term
as Circuit Visitor for the 2025-2028 triennium
and as installed at the 67" Northwest District
Convention, June 19-21 in Spokane, WA

e | served on a Floor Committee for the
Convention

Miscellaneous —
Wyatt Brown

e Serving on the Board of Elders

« Agreed to serve on the Communication
Board

o Wyatt chairs the Youth and Family Board,
which meets regularly to plan youth and
family nights on the third Fridays of each
month, and he also lead a Bible study of
young adults on Mondays.

« Planning to apply for Concordia Seminary-
St. Louis in fall of 2026

Stewardship Board

o Re:Vitality survey results to prepare for
strategic planning and visioning

o Preparing a frequently asked questions
(FAQ) sheet about stewardship

e Planning for an Adult Bible class on
Stewardship and end of life planning

Human Care Board

o Collecting food and essentials throughout
the summer months for various food pantries
(SnowCap, Zarephath, Food4Families)

o Continuing support for people in need
through the benevolence fund

Property Management

« Use of the softball field south of the church is
creating a dangerous parking situation with
vehicles blocking the line of sight as people
exited the church. We worked with the City
of Gresham to place no parking signs by the
south driveway. Parking is still problematic,
so we are working to notify softball teams of
this dangerous situation and we appreciate
everyone’s patience as we seek a safer
solution.

Dates to remember through 2025:

e July 4, Friday — Independence Day

e August 24, Sunday — Friendship Sunday and
Potluck, 10:30am (one worship service)

e September 1, Monday — Labor Day
o October 13, Monday — Columbus Day
o October 26, Sunday — Reformation Day

e November 2, Sunday — All Saints’ Day
(Daylight Savings Time ends)

« November 11, Tuesday — Veterans’ Day

« November 26, Wednesday — Thanksgiving
Eve service (7pm)

« November 27, Thursday — Thanksgiving Day

o November 30, Sunday — First Sunday in
Advent

e December 3, 10, 17, Wednesdays — Advent
Midweek Services (3:30 & 7pm)

o December 24, Wednesday — Christmas Eve
worship (7pm)

e December 25, Thursday — Christmas Day
worship (10am)

o December 31, Wednesday — New Year’s
Eve worship (7pm)
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Friendship Sunday and
LL. CHURCH

OTLUCK

ONE WORSHIP

Join us Sunday, August 24 at 10:30am for our annual all church worship! A potluck lunch
to follow in the Community Room. The church will provide main course, drinks and
dinnerware for all. The congregation is invited to supply their favorite sides and desserts!
Invite your friends and family and plan to join us for Worship, Fellowship, Food, and Fun at
Ascension’s annual gathering. Remember just ONE service that day!

BE SURE TO BRING A FRIEND!

HOSPITALITY NEEDS HELPERS ON THE DAY OF THE PICNIC: Contact the church
office if you can help: Call (503) 665-8821 or email office@alcportland.org

FOOD NEEDS:

Check out the list in the narthex to sign up for items to bring! If you cannot contribute,
please do not let that keep you from coming.

JUNE YOUTH AND FAMILY FOOSBALL NIGHT

The Youth and Family Ministry took a field trip in June to Foster Foosball, a foosball club with many foosball
tables and activities.

We started the night with a devotion reminding us that even when we think we are alone, or doing something by
ourselves, we are really not alone, because God is always with us. Then we prayed for our food and got to play
many games of foosball. Overall, we played foosball for almost three hours! It wasn't just the kids who played, the
adults got involved too. “Everyone who came had a blast. Many asked, ‘Can we do another event here soon?"””

Thank you to everyone who was able to join us for Foosball and sandwiches!

JULY YOUTH
AND FAMILY
BARBECUE

Who: Youth (29 years and
younger) and family

What: A night of fellowship,
food, fun, and games

Where: Ascension Lutheran
Church

When: Friday, July 18 at
6:30pm

‘ Foster@® I
oosball
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Oreqon District

LWML NEW S

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
(LWML) is an official auxiliary of The Lutheran
Church— Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the
LWML has focused on affirming each
woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging
and equipping women to live out their
Christian lives through active mission
ministries and through support of global
missions. Are we sharing this message with all
women in The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod?

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we support
each other. It is vitally important that we also
reach out to the women within our
congregations to build relationships with other
women and make connections through finding
common interests and shared experiences.
Ponder your personal LWML story and share it
at one of our Group Meetings. We hope you
will join us as we share our love of the LWML
with others.

NOTE: As of this writing (6-26-25), our
Omaha, Nebraska (National) Convention is
just now assembling and the final accepted
Mission Grant Proposals on the ballot have
not yet been published. Please check our
ALC’s LWML bulletin board for that
information (near the east entrance to our
Community Room). Actual grants selected by
vote will be available after Sunday, 6-29-25. In
the meantime, if you would like to preview all
the Mission Grants on the ballot, a video is
available on YouTube: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYz5tq3_SPc

Upcoming LWML Calendar items
Save the Dates:

September 6, 2025 — 10am to Noon: ALC
LWML Group Planning Meeting for upcoming
events.

September 19-21, 2025 — OD RETREAT:
"Seasoned with Salt", Aldersgate Retreat
Center, 7790 Marion Road SE, Turner, Oregon.
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best
use of the time. Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer each person (Colossians
4:5-6). Plan to enjoy a wonderful weekend! (More
information and regqistration to come in July.)

October 5, 2025 — LWML Sunday (and
Fundraiser between services) at Ascension —
Donations and sales of baked goods and craft
items will be greatly appreciated for this Mites and
Missions Fundraiser.

November (1% or 8" TBA, 2025 — Mt. Hood
Zone LWML Fall Gathering at Christ the Vine
Lutheran Church; 18677 SE Highway 212,
Damascus, OR. We can plan a car-pool for your
convenience.

December 6, 2025 — 10am to Noon: ALC LWML
Group Christmas Gathering: Devotion, gift
exchange, refreshments, songs, and fellowship.
Bring an appetizer or treat to share if you like.

June 26-28, 2026 LWML — OD LWML 35th
Biennial Convention: St. Paul Lutheran Church
and School, Roseburg, OR. Theme: Ignite as
God’s baptized children we will fan the flame of the
gift of God.

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY WITH BAKING ITEMS FOR SNOW CAP

During the month of July, the Human Care Board is requesting that members donate
baking items into the Snow Cap bin in the narthex. Suggested items include: sugar,
flour, chocolate chips, nuts, etc. These items will be delivered to Snow Cap to help with
the nutritional needs and provide yummy treats for people in our community.

Thank you for your support.!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYz5tq3_SPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYz5tq3_SPc
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;g.V » “The Aim of Our Charge is Love”
N " Highlights from the 67th NOW District Convention

'"math\l‘s
Under the theme, “The Aim of Our Charge is Love” The daily devotions and worship services, including a
(1 Tim.1:5), the 67th Northwest District Convention moving sermon by President Harrison, reminded us that

gathered delegates, pastors, and partners in Spokane, our unity is found not in procedural motions but in the
Washington, from June 19-21, 2025. The convention’s Word of God and His gifts.

theme reminded us that the Church’s life and work
flows out of “a pure heart, a good conscience, and a
sincere faith”, while rooted in Christ’s redeeming love.
Our congregation was represented by me, along with
Chad Zeebuyth (lay delegate), and Caleb Zeebuyth
(youth delegate).

Our keynote speaker, Rev. Jeff Cloeter, author of Loved
& Sent, encouraged us to focus on who we are in

Christ before what we do. He used a great formula, Who
> What. He urged us to develop “new muscles” for
ministry: skills and gifts that may be underused but are
essential for our changing mission field.

Among the important milestones for our Circuit and
congregation, | am grateful to share that | was elected
to serve as Circuit Visitor for Circuit 6. | appreciate the
responsibility to support, encourage, and care for the
pastors and congregations in our Circuit. | also had the
privilege of serving on Floor Committee 2 (Ministry and
Leadership in Mission), where we deliberated on
several key resolutions aimed at strengthening lay
leadership and pastoral formation.

One notable procedural update this year was the
introduction of an advisory poll before each official
delegate vote. This gave advisory delegates a stronger
voice and demonstrated a healthy spirit of collaboration.
Advisory delegates were allowed to speak in prior
conventions, but they could not vote. However, this
convention allowed for a vote that did not count, but the
results of their informal vote was shown before any vote
from the floor took place.

Another member of our Circuit, Pastor Eric Lange was
elected to serve as the District’s First Vice President.
His faithful service and leadership are a blessing, and
it's nice to have a District representative close to
home. Pastor Michael Warmbier was also elected Vice
President for the Oregon Region, and he has a long
record of supporting our seminaries and pastors.

Floor Committees worked diligently to bring forward
several significant resolutions. Of note, Floor Committee
2, on which | served, advanced resolutions encouraging
congregations to celebrate and lift up lay service and
leadership, and to promote the raising up of servant
leaders. Delegates also approved resolutions supporting
the variety of routes to pastoral formation in the LCMS
The convention opened with elections for District and strengthening the participation of commissioned
leadership. Rev. Dr. Michael Von Behren was re- ministers at conventions.

elected to a second term as District President,
receiving 74% of the votes, with Pastor Eric Lange
receiving 26%. President Von Behren shared three
clear calls for our District in his report, or three “Ex’s”:
to Extend the Gospel into our communities,

to Explore connections with Synod resources, and
to Expect and encourage new leaders. He especially  In a particularly moving conclusion, the choir from New
challenged congregations to partner, share resources, Vision Lutheran Church in Spokane, sang a worship

and walk together in ministry for the sake of the song for us. They are a multi-ethnic congregation serving
Gospel. people from the Marshall Islands, Thailand, Vietnam,
and beyond. Their presence was a visible reminder of
our mission that people of every culture and language
may hear and believe the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The final day’s highlights included an excellent Bible
study led by Rev. Dr. Phil Brandt, greetings from LWML
leaders, and a video from Lutheran Hour Ministries
reminding us of our wider partnership in Gospel
outreach.

A heartfelt moment came when President Emeritus
Paul Linnemann reminded delegates that conventions
are not merely about voting and debate but discerning
where God would lead His people, together. His words As we return home, we give thanks for the faithful
refocused our gathering on the spiritual fellowship that service of all outgoing officers and Board of Directors
undergirds all our decisions and resolutions. members. May the Lord grant wisdom and courage to
those newly elected as they guide our District in the
years ahead. It was an honor to participate in these
important days on behalf of our congregation and Circuit.
Let us continue to pray for the Northwest District, that the
aim of our charge would indeed be love, rooted in Christ,
for our neighbors, and for the glory of God.

Synod President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison offered his
report and a lively Q&A session, speaking on matters
such as the Concordia Universities and the ethical
implications of artificial intelligence. His message
called us back to the central truth that the Church is
never about earning favor before God — for in Christ,
“It's God who renders you righteous. Not guilty.” (Continued on Page 7)
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JULY-AUGUST BIRTHDAYS JULY-AUGUST BAPTISMS

Luis Lavadores 712 Cindy Reinert 8/13 Kaydence Altizer 711 Ayde Alvarado 7127
Fredia Moore 712 Elaine Miller 8/14 Don Brown A Jennifer Alvarado 7127
David Tatum 713 Seydi Moreno 8/14 Michele Sprengle mn Victor Alvarado 7127
Joshua Mundo 714 Randy Bryant 8/16 John Knoke 713 Keilynne Woods 7127
Fabian Avendano 716 John Aden 817 Susan Rotramel 713 Keilah Woods 7/28
Merci McInaney 77 Barbara Conway 8/18 Millie Edwards 714 Trever Fogarty 8/1
Travis Osgood 7110  Ellen Rawls 8/18 Maxine Markwart 714 Travis Osgood 81
Nancy Thomas 7112 Parker Farabee 8/21 Mark Wheeler 715 Joann Schulz 8/3
Danny Graham 714 Matthias Mclnaney 8/21 Teresa Osgood 716 Barbara Schrader 8/5
Greg Zahm 7116 John Haase 8/22 Roberta Ritchie 716 Otto Reinert 8/7
Lorraine Haggard 7125  Mark Jacobsen 8/22 Randy Bryant 718 Doug Whittier 8/7
Barbara Schrader 7126 Taylor Osgood 8/22 Debbie Rekdahl 718 Danny Graham 8/14
Luis Interian 7129 Grace Fogarty 8/24 Jan Oswald 710 Marty Blankenburg 8/16
Josue Aguilar 7/30  Andrew Freeman 8/25 Bryant Shepperd 7111 Larry Brooks 8/16
Erika Teyema 7/30  Bob Ritchie 8/25 Sue Wentela 7111 Barbara Lewis 817
Teresa Osgood 8/2 Randy Schroeder 8127 Haylee Harris 7112 Cynthia Jacobsen 8/18
Will Teyema 8/2 Carlyn Staudt 8/27 Dave Oswald 7115 KailLeah Woods 8/20
Jim Eckart 8/5 Chad Zeebuyth 8/27 Katie Nelson 7117 Don Farabee 8/30
Trever Fogarty 8/6 Sandy Longstreth 8/28 Ginny Whitney 7117 Parker Farabee 8/30
Barbara Lewis 8/7 Scott Oswald 8/28 Gabi Webber 7125  Seth Farabee 8/30
Lesly Aguilar 8/8 Brooklyn Spencer 8/28
Don Brown 88  Linda Byers 529 JULY-AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Rosalba Lavadores 8/8 Duke Sheppard 8/29 Jerry and Alma Bangs July 4, 1999
Dave Oswald 8/8 Larry Brooks 8/30 Rich and Hilary Sylvia July 6. 2016
Kris and Barbara Cochran July 10, 1976
God’s blessings and congratulations to all who P. Jim and Michele Sprengle July 10, 1994
are celebrating special days in July and Mike and Linda Fogarty July 12, 1980
. ) ) o Chad and Audrey Zeebuyth July 26, 2003
August. Did we miss your special date* Don and Clydette Hilliard July 31, 1976
Please let the office know so we can get our Erik and Celia Kreps Aug. 1, 1998
records corrected for next year! Don and Norma Dillon Aug. 2, 1970
Bill and Sylvia Guthrie Aug. 6, 1959
é,ow‘."?'r",'f‘f%,,
& i, - -
£t “The Aim of Our Charge is Love”

S Youth Representative: Caleb Zeebuyth

—-— (Continued from page 6)
It was a pleasure for me to attend the recent Northwest district convention, (June 19th-21%) as a youth
delegate. There were about 14 other youth delegates at the convention in total. We were involved in the
convention business through advisory polls and had the opportunity to speak at the microphone. We also were
able to meet and speak with President Von Behren during an orientation at the beginning of the convention and
during the youth session in the evening.

During the convention we took part in a Thursday evening Compline Service, with a message written by Martin
Luther on the convention theme; The Aim of Our Charge is Love, based on 1 Timothy 1:5. The most moving
part for me was singing “Abide with Me” along with 300+ others. Our Friday morning began with a worship
service and communion together.

Throughout the convention we heard messages from a handful of different pastors and speakers. We enjoyed
fellowship along with hearing decisions concerning the direction and focus of ministry, as well as the election of
new officers.

Being in the room where church business and the discussion of a variety of resolutions were taking place (while
not the most exciting) was, to me, a unique experience and something | hope to do again in the future.
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* % % % % % Brett Monson — Navy, San Diego CA (Grandson of Joann

* Kk K ok K Schulz)
*********** Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve, Texas (grandson of

* ** ** ** ** ** Rebecca Williamson);
* ** ** ** ** ** Jamie Wong-Lopez, Navy, Kaneohe Bay HI (nephew of
* &k k x K Merci Mclnaney);

Clayton Wright, Air Force — (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);
Colton Wright, Navy — (grandson of Virginia Jacobs);
Tyler Young, Navy — Deployed (nephew of Karen Arronson).

Bradley Zeller, Army — Fort Lewis WA (grandson of Neil and
Deb Zeller)

P RAY Fo R o U R M I LITAR g)élg ggllllee:), Army — Camp Riley KS (grandson of Neil and

PLEASE REMEMBER
THEM IN PRAYER

Ed Hubbard, Bill Guthrie, Joann Schulz’s
grandson (Brett), Chenery Whittier's son
(Aaryan), Riki Neagle, Mike Fogarty, Jim If you would like to be a “link” in our prayer

gﬁkaﬁ’ Cijinz lKre%s, Mae \?mlith’ Iiryar;)t’ chain, or if you have a prayer request,
eppard, Alma bangs, Virginia Jacob's please send an email to:

brother (Robert), Esperanza Gutierrez’ sister
(Mayra), *Barbara Schrader, *Larry Hart, *Mel

and Lorraine Haggard. *"Home Bound. PRAY FOR OUR STAFF

If you know of anyone who needs prayer and Please remember to keep Pastor Jim and
you have permission to include them in this Michele, Brad and Jessica, Carrie, Ruberto
publication, Please call the church office to let and Colleen and their families in your daily
Michele know. 503-665-8821 prayers.

Baptism of Ethan Scott Kampmann

(&)

T

The water of Baptism The Light of Christ



MISSION OF CHRIST NETWORK

Rev. Herb Hoefer served part-time in June at Ascension Lutheran Church in Montreal, a mission
congregation in a community of mostly Indian and Pakistani immigrants and refugees. He’s partnering with a
: : = Mission of Christ Network
&l (MCN) team, using a
4 strong ESL program to
build connections and
share the Gospel. Please
: 0 keep him in your prayers.
2% To support his mission
“4 financially you can go to
their website:

https://missionofchrist.org

/mission-partners/herb-
hoefer/



https://missionofchrist.org/mission-partners/herb-hoefer/
https://missionofchrist.org/mission-partners/herb-hoefer/
https://missionofchrist.org/mission-partners/herb-hoefer/
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