
 JUNE 2025 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth,” (Acts 1:8, ESV). 

Recent news stories have reported devastating storms 
across the Midwest, including tornadoes, flooding, and 
widespread power outages. I remember during my time 
in St. Louis, a windstorm brought down countless 
trees, leaving the area without electricity for five days. 
Even here in East County, powerful gusts from the 
Columbia River Gorge often knock out power as trees 
and branches fall on lines. 

Our modern lives depend heavily on electricity. Beyond 
conveniences like the internet, refrigeration, and 
lighting, electricity can mean life or death, especially for 
those in critical care or the elderly in cold weather. Life 
as we know it is built around power. 

In a similar way, our Christian lives are built around the 
power of the Holy Spirit. After rising from the dead, 
Jesus spent 40 days preparing His disciples for the 
mission ahead. He opened their minds to understand 
the Scriptures that pointed to Him and the salvation He 
accomplished through the cross and empty tomb. But 
His continued bodily presence was not part of the plan. 
Instead, the Holy Spirit would come, bringing renewed 
power and energy to the disciples and their calling. 

This same Holy Spirit empowers every believer today, 
with a singular mission: to point to Christ. To be a 
witness is to confess Jesus as Savior, and that 
confession is only possible through the Spirit. As St. 
Paul writes, “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in 
the Holy Spirit,” (1 Cor. 12:3). In our weakness, the 
Spirit supplies strength. As Jesus Himself says, “My 
power is made perfect in weakness,” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

The energy we need to live as witnesses for Christ 
comes from the Spirit, who calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies us through the Gospel. Apart from the 
Spirit, our faith is lifeless. 

Consider the great salvation story. Jesus’ birth, life, 
death, and resurrection show us God’s love in human  

form. And to carry that mission forward, Jesus gave us 
the power of the Holy Spirit to sustain the Church 
through all time. The Spirit continually brings us God’s 
grace, forgiveness, and salvation, always pointing us to 
Christ. 

We are powered up and ready to go. And unlike the 
electricity we depend on, this power never goes out. 
No storm, tragedy, or tribulation can disrupt it. In fact, 
the more we are weakened by life, the more clearly 
God’s power is revealed. 

Powered up to witness,    

 

 

Pr Jim 
 

¡Gracia y paz a vosotros de parte de Dios nuestro 
Padre y del Señor Jesucristo! 

“Pero cuando venga el Espíritu Santo sobre ustedes, 
recibirán poder y serán mis testigos tanto en Jerusalén 
como en toda Judea y Samaria, y hasta los confines 
de la tierra,” (Hechos 1:7, NVI). 

Las noticias recientes han informado de tormentas 
devastadoras en todo el Medio Oeste, incluidos 
tornados, inundaciones y cortes de energía 
generalizados. Recuerdo que durante mi estancia en 
St. Louis, una tormenta de viento derribó innumerables 
árboles, dejando la zona sin electricidad durante cinco 
días. Incluso aquí en el este del condado, las fuertes 
ráfagas de viento de la garganta del río Columbia a 
menudo dejan sin electricidad a los árboles y ramas 
que caen sobre las líneas. 

Nuestra vida moderna depende en gran medida de la 
electricidad. Más allá de comodidades como Internet, 
refrigeración e iluminación, la electricidad puede 
significar la vida o la muerte, especialmente para 
aquellos en cuidados intensivos o los ancianos en 
climas fríos. La vida, tal como la conocemos, se 
construye en torno al poder. 

De manera similar, nuestras vidas cristianas se basan 
en el poder del Espíritu Santo. Después de resucitar 
de entre los muertos, Jesús pasó 40 días preparando 
a sus discípulos para la misión que les esperaba. Él 
abrió sus mentes para entender las Escrituras que 
señalaban a Él y la salvación que Él logró a través de 
la cruz y la tumba vacía. Pero su continua presencia 
corporal no era parte del plan. En cambio, el Espíritu 
Santo vendría, trayendo poder y energía renovados a 
los discípulos y su llamado. 

Este mismo Espíritu Santo empodera a cada creyente  

(Continúa en la página 4) 
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The Acts of Ascension 
 
 

 

1440 SE 182nd Avenue 
Portland OR 97233-5009 

Church Office: 503-665-8821  
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday, 9:00am – 3:00pm  

Web site: 

 www.alcportland.org 

Our Mission Statement: 
Go and Share Jesus Christ 

Our Vision Statement: 
Take part… 

Emails: 

Rev. Jim Sprengle, Pastor 
pastor@alcportland.org 

Brad Hall, Coordinator of Worship and Music 
bdhall1982@yahoo.com 

Ruberto Ek Yah, Rev. 
rubastinoek@yahoo.com  

Michele Sprengle, Office Administrator 
office@alcportland.org 

Sheryl Maier, Treasurer 
Debbie Rekdahl, Assistant Treasurer 

treasurer@alcportland.org 

Wanda Cassetty, Council Secretary 
alccouncil1440@gmail.com 

Laura Potter, Property Management 
alcproperty1440@gmail.com  

Hana Brandt, Deaconess Intern  
to contact email the office 

Next study is June 10 at 2:00pm. All 
ladies are invited. We will begin a new 
bible study topic on Tuesday, Aug. 12.  

(Viene de la página 1) 

hoy en día, con una misión singular: señalar a 
Cristo. Ser testigo es confesar a Jesús como 
Salvador, y esa confesión solo es posible a través 
del Espíritu. Como escribe San Pablo: "Nadie puede 
decir: ‘Jesús es el Señor’, sino en el Espíritu 
Santo" (1 Corintios 12:3). En nuestra debilidad, el 
Espíritu nos da fuerza. Como Jesús mismo dice: "Mi 
poder se perfecciona en la debilidad" (2 Corintios 
12:9). 

La energía que necesitamos para vivir como 
testigos de Cristo proviene del Espíritu, que nos 
llama, nos reúne, nos ilumina y nos santifica a 
través del Evangelio. Aparte del Espíritu, nuestra fe 
no tiene vida. 

Considere la gran historia de la salvación. El 
nacimiento, la vida, la muerte y la resurrección de 
Jesús nos muestran el amor de Dios en forma 
humana. Y para llevar adelante esa misión, Jesús 
nos dio el poder del Espíritu Santo, para sostener a 
la Iglesia a través de todo el tiempo. El Espíritu nos 
trae continuamente la gracia, el perdón y la 
salvación de Dios, siempre señalándonos a Cristo. 

Estamos encendidos y listos para funcionar. Y a 
diferencia de la electricidad de la que dependemos, 
esta energía nunca se corta. Ninguna tormenta, 
tragedia o tribulación puede interrumpirlo. De hecho, 
cuanto más nos debilita la vida, más claramente se 
revela el poder de Dios. 

Potenciado para presenciar, 

 

 

Pr Jim 

http://www.alcportland.com/
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Thanks go to those who participated in our 
survey last month for our congregation’s top 
National LWML Mission Grant selections to 
give to our Mt. Hood Zone LWML Convention 
Delegate. We’ll find out the final results 
during the National LWML Convention, held 

this year in Omaha, Nebraska, June 26–29. In the meantime, if you’d like to know Ascension’s top six 
recommendations (out of 147) they are: 

11. Light of Jesus Christ to Unwed Homeless Mothers: $75,000 

33. Portable Laundry Trailer Forged by Fire Services, U.S: $100,700 

09. Help for Ukraine’s Orphans and Displaced Persons: $100,000 

18. Building a Place of Care, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch: $60,000 

38. Building the Faith in Guatemala: $70,000 

42. The Perpetual Call for Pastors and Teachers: $100,000 

The full results of our survey and full listing of grant proposals on the ballot at convention are posted on the 
LWML bulletin board. (East hallway entrance to the Community Room) 

Other Upcoming LWML Calendar Highlights you may be interested in knowing about: 

September – ALC LWML Group Planning Meeting for LWML Sunday- Date TBA 2025 

LWML - Oregon District Retreat – September 19-21, 2025 - Aldersgate Retreat Center, 7790 Marion Road 
SE Turner, Oregon; “Seasoned with Salt” Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 
Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each 
person (Colossians 4:5-6). July registration is to come. Mary J. Smith will present a three-part Bible study 
on “Women-to-Women Mentoring”.   

More info: www.lwmlor.org/oregon-district-retreat    

October – Date TBA 2025 -- LWML Sunday at Ascension - Baked goods and craft items will be greatly 
appreciated for this “Mites and Missions Fundraiser”.  

December – Date TBA 2025 (Saturday, 10am-Noon) Christmas Gathering: Devotion, gift exchange, 
refreshments, songs and fellowship. 

LWML-Oregon District 35th Biennial Convention; June 26-28, 2026: St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, 
Roseburg, OR. Theme: Ignite: As God’s baptized children we will fan the flame of the gift of God. Save the 
Date! 

The Church Council has approved congregational support for Herb Hoefer’s part-time ministry with the Mission 

of Christ Network (MCN), founded by LCMS members. The Adult Bible Class will be taking a donation each 

Sunday, and individuals also can donate on Herb 

Hoefer’s page on their website: 

www.missionofchrist.org. Since Herb will continue 

to reside in his home here, the support goal for 

the year is just $3000.  

MCN has assigned Herb to serve with the MCN 

team working with the Ascension Lutheran Church 

in Montreal, Canada. They are using English 

classes to witness among the huge immigrant and 

refugee population, largely Hindus and Muslims, 

surrounding this mission church. This year Herb 

will be there in June, and he will tell us of our 

mission work through him. Thank you for your 

support and prayers. 

http://www.missionofchrist.org/
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Deaths / Funerals / Memorials –   

-     Bonnie Webber – died May 5, 2025, service May 21  

Marriages –  

-     Wyatt Brown & Katherine Houk, wedding on May 22, 2026 

Baptisms –  

-     Arlo Reinert, son of Brandon and Vanessa (Cindy’s son), baptized May 4, 2025 

-   Ethan Kampmann, great-grandson of Larry & Janice Hart, June 8 

Transfers, New Members, etc. –   

-     Brian & Heather Darnell – transferred in from Beautiful Savior 

-     Judy Davis – transferred in from River of Life 

-     C-101 Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00pm, May 14 to July 2  

o   10-12 attending 

Confirmation –  

-     Confirmation Day, Sunday, June 15 at 11:00am service (Changed from June 8) 

o   Caleb Zeebuyth will be confirmed 

Latino Membership –  

-     Services continue on Sundays at 5:00pm 

Circuit Visitor Info –  

-     Immanuel, Sandy - I’m still covering one Sunday per month, along with Brad, our Coordinator of Worship 
and Music who is playing the organ on the same Sunday 

-     I was elected to serve another 3-year term as Circuit Visitor for the 2025-2028 triennium and will be 
installed at the 67th Northwest District Convention, June 19-21 in Spokane, WA 

o   I was also selected to serve on a Floor Committee for the Convention 

-     Trinity, Oregon City – Pr Gary Hagen (former pastor in Bingen and Klickitat) will be the vacancy pastor after 
Pastor Engelbrecht retires in June. 

-     Faith, The Dalles – Vicar Luke Shirley will be ordained and installed on Saturday, June 7, 1:30pm 

Miscellaneous –  

-     Wyatt Brown 

o   Graduated with a Master of Arts on May 8 from Portland Seminary, a program from George Fox University 
– Congratulations! 

o   Has agreed to serve on the Board of Elders to give him experience prior to applying for residential 
seminary in 2026 

o   Wyatt chairs the Youth and Family Board, which meets regularly to plan youth and family nights on the 
third Fridays of each month, and he also leads a Bible study of young adults on Mondays. 

o    Planning to apply for Concordia Seminary-St. Louis in fall of 2026 

-     Treasurer 

o    Sheryl Maier has been helping along with Debbie Rekdahl to evaluate and help with reports, payroll, bills, 
etc. 

§  Rebecca Williamson has resigned from her position after helping with the transition – a big thank you 
for her years of service! 

-     Stewardship Board 

o    Re:Vitality survey results to prepare for strategic planning and visioning 

o    Ongoing plans to support inactive boards to begin operating again 

o    Seeking people who have Thrivent accounts and Thrivent Action Cards available so we can support 
various projects and fundraisers 

-     Human Care Board 

o    Collecting food and essentials throughout the summer months for various food pantries (SnowCap, 
Zarephath, Food4Families) 

o    Continuing support for people in need through the benevolence fund  

-     Property Management 

o    Use of the softball field south of the church created a dangerous parking situation with vehicles blocking 
the line of sight as people exited the church. We worked with the City of Gresham to place no parking 
signs by the south driveway. (Cont. on page 8) 
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Who: Youth (29 and under) and Family 

When: Saturday, June 21 at 5pm 

Where: 6010 SE 
Foster Rd, 
Portland, OR 
97206 (Foster 
Foosball) 

Why: To 
fellowship through 
foosball! 

No need to bring 
any food. The 
Youth and Family 
Board will cover 
food and play. 

Join us for a night 
of friendship, competition, and fun! 

The Youth and Family Ministry got 
together on May 16th in the Community 
Room to have some fellowship time and 
learn more about our Lord! We are very 
thankful for everyone who was able to 
come. 

We started the night off with a devotion 
and some learning about our Lord and 
Savior and then we ate some delicious 
food that was provided by the families. 
The food was very much appreciated, 
especially evident by how little there was 
left of it by the time the night was over. 
Afterwards we got together and played 
many games that got our feet moving 
and our energy out! 

The youth and family event of May was a 
big success and we are excited at the 
continued spiritual growth and growing 
friendships in our youth and family 
ministry! 
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Brett Monson – Navy, San Diego CA (Grandson 
of Joann Schulz) 

Michael Williamson, Air Force, Reserve, Texas 
(grandson of Rebecca Williamson);  

Jamie Wong-Lopez, Navy, Kaneohe Bay HI 
(nephew of Merci McInaney);  

Clayton Wright, Air Force – (grandson of Virginia 
Jacobs);  

Colton Wright, Navy – (grandson of Virginia 
Jacobs); 

Tyler Young, Navy – Deployed (nephew of 
Karen Arronson). 

Bradley Zeller, Army – Fort Lewis WA (grandson 
of Neil and Deb Zeller) 

Kyle Zeller, Army – Ft. Hood TX (grandson of 
Neil and Deb Zeller) 

The Family of Bonnie Webber, Ed Hubbard, Bill 

Guthrie, Joann Schulz’s grandson (Brett), 

Chenery Whittier’s son (Aaryan), Randy 

Bryant’s sister-in-law (Diana), Riki Neagle, Mike 

Fogarty, Jim Eckart, Gina Kreps, Mae Smith, 

Bryant Sheppard, Alma Bangs, Virginia Jacob’s 

brother (Robert), Esperanza Gutierrez’ sister 

(Mayra), *Barbara Schrader, *Larry Hart, *Mel 

and Lorraine Haggard. *Home Bound. 

* If you know of anyone who needs prayer and 

you have permission to include them in this 

publication, Please call the church office to let 

Michele know. 503-665-8821 

God’s blessings and congratulations to all who are 
celebrating special days in June. Did we miss your 

special date? Please let the office know so we can get 

our records corrected for next year! 

Bob and Christina Freeman June 12, 1999 

Neil and Debbie Zeller June 15, 1974 

Tom and Teresa Osgood June 16, 2001 

David and Linda Tatum June 18, 1977 

Bob and Elaina Ritchie June 22, 1991 

Johnnie and Kim Driessner June 24, 1977 

Bryant and Amy Sheppard June 24, 2005 

Gary and Maxine Markwart June 29, 1969 

Spencer and Rachel Kelley June 30, 2016 

Erik Teyema June 2 

Kaydence Altizer June 6 

Hana Brandt June 6 

Justino Gamboa June 6 

Wyatt Brown June 7 

Carolyn Haase June 7 

Sue Wentela June 11 

Daniel Reinert June 14 

Jan Oswald June 16 

James Freeman June 19 

Gabriela Alvarado June 20 

Wendy Hazen June 20 

 
Riki Neagle June 20 

Jere Maier June 23 

Cynthia Jacobsen June 25 

Katie Nelson June 26 

Joann Schulz June 26 

Ginny Whitney June 26 

Haylee Harris-Rust June 27 

Doug Whittier June 27 

Audrina Trevino June 28 

Karen Arronson June 29 

Lily Fogarty June 1 

Julie Williamson June 1 

Gertrud Bublies June 5 

Rachel Kelley June 5 

Bea Kirchner June 5 

Van Sooter June 8 

Gary Markwart June 13 

Colleen Cordes June 14 

Scott Fabbri June 14 

Gregory Zahm June 17 

Dustin Schaffer June 18 

Pam Eilers June 21 

Herb Hoefer June 22 

Herb Reiniger June 22 

Carrie Graham June 24 

Jere Maier June 28 

Don Tigges June 30 
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Thrivent Members – Get Inspired to Make a 
Difference! 

As a Thrivent member, you have access to a 
unique opportunity to support meaningful 
projects—and Thrivent will back you with up to 
$250 twice a year to do it! 

We’d love to help you get started. Here are just a 
few ways past members have used their Thrivent 
Action Team funds: 

• Collecting donations for Human Care 

• Organizing food drives for SnowCap 

• Supplying items for My Father’s House 

• Supporting Property Management projects 

• Providing educational materials for  
Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY 
WITH PAPER PRODUCTS FOR 

ZAREPHATH’S PANTRY 
During the month of June, the Human Care Board is 
requesting that members donate toilet paper, other 
paper products and Ziplock bags into the box in the 
narthex labled Zarephath’s Pantry.  These items will 
be delivered to Zarephath’s Pantry to fill essential 
needs for people in our community.   

Thank you for your support. 

The Human Care Board 

And those are just the beginning—your creativity 
is the limit! 

Ready to get involved? 
If you’re a Thrivent member and want to be 
contacted about upcoming projects that might 
interest you, simply email Stan Chapulis at 
alcfinance@gmail.com. Be sure to include your 
name, email address, and phone number. 

When a project comes up, Stan will reach out to 
explain the details and guide you through the 
process of requesting your $250 Action Team 
card. Let the office know if you need help with the 
application.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to give back. Let 
Stan know or put your name on the list in the 
narthex—we’d love to have you on board! 

Ascension Day sermon from Vicar Hahn Wyatt, Vicar Michael Hahn and Pastor Jim 
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“Iron Men” is a monthly men’s gathering centered 

on Christian brotherhood and spiritual growth. 

We’ll meet on the fourth Saturday of each 

month at 8:00am for a simple breakfast, followed 

by a brief devotion shared by one of the men. 

After the devotion, we’ll open up time for group 

discussion, allowing us to reflect on the Word and 

how it applies to our lives. We’ll close with the 

Lord’s Prayer and finish by 9:00 AM. 

We hope you’ll join us and invite a friend! Our next 

meeting will be June 28 in the Community Room. 

For more information or to RSVP, contact Pastor 

Jim. 

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man 
sharpens another.” Proverbs 27:17 

(Cont. from page 4) 

2025 Dates to remember: 

June 8, Sunday – Pentecost Day  

June 15, Sunday – Trinity Sunday, Father’s Day, Confirmation 
Sunday (Caleb Z.) 

June 19, Thursday – Juneteenth 

June 19-21, Thu.-Sat. – Northwest District Convention, 
Spokane, WA 

July 4, Friday – Independence Day 

September 1, Monday – Labor Day 

October 13, Monday – Columbus Day 

October 26, Sunday – Reformation Day 

November 2, Sunday – All Saints’ Day (Daylight Savings Time 
ends) 

November 11, Tuesday – Veterans’ Day 

November 26, Wednesday – Thanksgiving Eve service (7pm) 

November 27, Thursday – Thanksgiving Day 

November 30, Sunday – First Sunday in Advent 

December 3, 10, 17, Wednesdays – Advent Midweek Services (3:30 & 7pm) 

December 24, Wednesday – Christmas Eve worship (7pm) 

December 25, Thursday – Christmas Day worship (10am) 

Attendance  2025 

Ash Wednesday 99 

Lent Midweeks 49 

Palm Sunday 119 

Maundy Thursday 57 

Good Friday 85 

Easter Day 213 

Sunday Average 122 

Bible Study Average 30 
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In March and April, Ascension members and friends filled out a survey from Re:Vitality called the 
Congregational Assessment of Development and Decline Status (CADDS). The CADDS survey results 
give us a snapshot of our congregational health but is not a comprehensive evaluation. In simple 
terms, the survey helps answer the question, “Where are we really?” as a congregation. A visual curve, 
called the Vitality Arc, shows whether a church is growing, declining, or somewhere in between. 
Ascension’s plot point on this curve gives us a reference point for planning. The Vitality Arc shows that 
we are at the top of the arc and slightly into Stasis. Each of the stages can be turned toward Prime by 
working on focus areas.  

Ascension’s result:  Stasis 

Below are 10 Factors of Vitality that affect our congregation’s health, and they are shown as disabling 
factors, neutral factors, and enabling factors. Our survey results all showed enabling factors only, but 
some are stronger than others, with the longer lines representing stronger enabling factors. Our 
strongest factors are outreach and vision. 

Neutral Factors 

Ascension survey results: 

The Stewardship Board will 
further study the results of 
this survey and advise 
different boards at 
Ascension to use the 
additional Re:Vitality 
materials available on their 
website. 

Thank you for participating! 
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