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“All Authority” – Pr Jim Sprengle – Lent 5 – April 3, 2022 
 

I. Luke 20:17-18 – 17 But [Jesus] looked directly at them and said, “What then is 
this that is written: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone’? 18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and 
when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

II. Who is in charge around here? 
a. In our world, our country, and even our local area, authority is constantly 

being challenged, questioned… or even desired. 
b. Advertisements and social media tell us that we are our own boss… we 

make the decisions and can take control of whatever we want…  
c. In general, “authority” is a word we bristle at. 

i. We don’t like being told what to do 
ii. We don’t like being held accountable or told we are wrong 
iii. We often grumble or rebel against authority whether it’s the 

government, businesses, or any other entity that claims to have it…  
1. Who gave them the right to make decisions for me?  
2. Who gave them the authority to change things? 
3. Why do they get to be in charge? 

d. Part of it is the American way and the freedom to do whatever we want. 
i. Our heritage comes out of fighting for independence from the British 

government and forging our own way… and we scoff at the other 
countries that have less freedom than we do.  

ii. But if we are honest, the real problem is often sin and rebelling 
against God Himself. 

e. The fourth commandment says, “Honor your father and your mother.” 
i. The Small Catechism asks, “What does this mean? We should fear 

and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and 
other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and 
cherish them.” 1  

ii. In other words, this commandment is much bigger than parents 
alone, but means that we are each called by God to respect and 
honor authority. 

f. So, off we go, listing in our minds every time and place we think it’s okay to 
reject authority and live life on our terms… 

i. What about when this happens? What about when that happens?  
ii. How about we concentrate on our own sinful desire to reject any 

authority in our lives… to humble ourselves and seek God’s will? 
g. When you think about it…. Many times, our pride and ego are why we 

reject authority.  
h. And again, one of the prime places we turn away from authority is the Word 

of God read and preached.  
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III. Jesus’ authority is being questioned in our reading today. 
a. It starts in the prior chapter as Jesus has cleared the temple of the money 

changers and merchants… so the religious leaders confront Him… 
i. “Tell us by what authority You do these things, or who it is that gave 

You this authority,” (Luke 20:2). 
b. The age-old question that we often ask – “Who put you in charge?” 
c. Being Jesus, He starts asking the questions… which is asserting His 

authority by the way… 
i. He then tells what seems like an absurd parable of a vineyard owner 

sending several servants and even his own son to be mistreated and 
even killed.  

ii. “Let’s see. My first servant was sent away empty-handed…. They 
beat my second servant, treated him shamefully, and sent him away 
empty-handed. They jumped my third servant so that I had to get him 
out of the ER. Gosh! What should I do now? Oh, I know… I’ll send my 
son to clear things up.”  

iii. To make it even more strange, the tenants of the vineyard somehow 
think they can get the vineyard by killing the son… I’m not sure about 
you, but I don’t see how they could even think that’s possible. 

d. The servants are progressively treated worse… these guys represent the 
prophets of God from the Old Testament who called out to the people to 
bear the fruit of repentance. 

i. The fruit the owner seeks is faith and repentance – turning to him… 
but the tenants are not ready to submit to his authority. 

ii. So the tenants somehow believe if they kill the son, then they can 
cast off the authority of the vineyard owner. 

iii. To put that in terms of the religious leaders to whom Jesus is 
speaking against, they believe that by killing Jesus, God’s beloved 
Son, they will somehow be free of His authority. 

e. In the end, the stone, the cornerstone that is rejected becomes a stumbling 
block… Jesus Christ is at the very core and foundation of our faith. 

IV. Jesus has all authority. 
a. You can imagine the tension as it says Jesus, “looked directly at them…” 
b. He then takes charge of the questioning, He asks them a question about a 

cornerstone they cannot understand… until they look back on the cross. 
c. St. Peter says in Acts 4:11-12 to the rulers and elders, “This Jesus is the 

stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

d. Submitting to the authority of Jesus in our lives is the greatest blessing – as 
we trust in Him, turn to Him in repentance, and serve Him in our daily lives. 
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e. Yes, the beloved Son was sent to be killed… and it seems absurd that God 
would do such a thing… but it was that very sacrifice that became the 
saving grace for all of us.  

i. As Jesus was crushed by all the wrath of God for sin that we are 
guilty of… that was the ultimate act of love to redeem us. 

f. Yes, our rejection of God’s authority and His will for our lives… our 
rejection of the authority that He places in our lives… is rooted in the sin 
that clings so closely…  

i. But the sin that would ultimately have us rejecting our Lord is no 
longer an obstacle to a relationship with Him!  

ii. Our pride and ego that says we know the right way and that we are in 
charge are now overcome by the power of God’s Spirit in us. 

iii. As Paul says in our Epistle today… Any confidence in the flesh is 
complete garbage compared to knowing and trusting in Christ. 

V. God gave the vineyard to us. 
a. You might not be comfortable with that responsibility, but He has entrusted 

the fruit of repentance and faith to us, His children. 
b. The vineyard that was once entrusted to the Israelites has been opened up 

to those of us who are part of the family by faith. 
c. In faith we can confidently say that Jesus Christ has all authority in our 

lives. 
d. I was trying to think of a person who submitted to God’s authority and 

produced much fruit. 
i. Michele’s dad, my father-in-law, who passed away in 1995 was a 

great example of someone who grew up rejecting authority… 
ii. As a young man, he wore the leather coat, smoked, rode a 

motorcycle… and wanted nothing to do with the Church. 
iii. In time, through many prayers and a dedicated wife who always kept 

Jesus and the Church in the family’s life – The Holy Spirit brought 
Ted to faith in his 30’s. 

iv. His transformation was amazing, because all the pride and rebellion 
turned into zeal for God as he learned the Word, taught Bible studies 
and Sunday School… and submitted to the authority of Jesus. 

v. When I first met him, we sat around the Thanksgiving table, and I 
distinctly remember this tough guy shedding tears in front of all of us 
because God had blessed him so much.  

vi. He died of lung cancer, but it was the most peaceful death you could 
imagine, because he was absolutely sure he was going home to 
Jesus, his Cornerstone and the Lord of his life.   

e. Our God has turned the vineyard over to us – who by faith gladly produce 
the fruits of His love and grace in our lives. 
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f. At this point I hope you know who has all authority – who’s in charge… but 
also go from here remembering the blessings of turning your will and your 
life over to the care of your Cornerstone and Lord of your life – God’s 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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